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Water could lead to war — Egyptian 

■ATLANTA (R) — - Dispines between countries over scarce fresh water 
supplies could be the cause of new Middle East fighting, an Egyptian 
delegate to a conference on water resources said. Mr. Samir Ahmad said 
bickering over water among Israel, Syria, Jordan, Lebanon, Turkey and 
Iraq could lead to new tensions, if not armed conflict. The Egyptian 
delegate, a former ambassador to Italy, was among officials from' more 
than a dozen countries attending a U.S. government-backed “World 
Water Summit.'* “Israel is badly in need of more water. So is Syria. So is 
Jordan. So is Lebanon. What are they going to do about it? There are 
going to be water-induced disputes — tension ax least, if not war,” Mr. 
Ahmad told Reuters. Unlike in other regions where water problems are 
mainly scientific or engineering matters, he said Middle East water 
problems are almost entirely political. ''Obviously the ideal solution is a 
Middle East water authority like (America's) Tennessee Valley Author- 
ity. with a master plan to justly and fairiy divide up water and find new 
resources,’ be said. In addition to water problems involving Israel and the 
Arabs, there were continuing problems with water supply on the 
Euphrates River, Mr. Ahmad said, where Turkey “has a huge programme 
of building dams.” 



Jordan to get $53.6 million loan 

WASHINGTON (AP| — Loans worth S53.6 million were announced 
Friday by the World Bank to help Jordan cope with os many as 
dtiaens expected home because of the Gulf w-jr. Jordan's total population 
was estimated last year at little more than three million. Last month the 
International Labour Office estimated that 25lUM» Jordanians had 
already returned, largely (rum Kuwait. More than 5(Hi,tnKi Jordanians 
lived and worked in Kuwait before Iraq invaded the country fas; August 
Many had been born there hut remained Jordanian citizens, fhe hank 
wants quick, substantial emergency help Mr Jordan. "The costs of the 
crisis for 1990*91 are estimated at over S3 billion, us announcement said 
Jordan has suffered badly because its workers in Kuwait could no longer 
send home their earnings, and because o( a drop in exports and m tourism 
Switzerland is expected to supply S23 million in loans in a co-linancme 
arrangement. The World Bank, biggest source of aid to the Third World, 
will itself provide S10 million for schools, health care, water supply, 
transport and the placing of the refugees in Jordan's strained economy 
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Ramadan named 
vice president 

BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein Friday 
took the first step in reorganising 
bis top-level leadership by 
appointing Taha Yassin Rama- 
dan to the post of vice president. 
Mr. Ramadan, a member of the 
Revolutionary Command Coun- 
cil, so far held the post of deputy 
prime minister. The name of 
another deputy prime minister, 
Mr. Saadoun Hammadi. has been 
lately floating in political circles 
in Amman as the next Iraqi prime 
minister, a post so far held by the 
president, Mr. Saddam Hussein. 

Air crash victims 
buried in Saudi 
desert 

RIYADH (R) — Ninety-one 
Gulf war soldiers from Senegal 
who died in a plane crash Thurs- 
day were buried in the Saudi 
desert Friday, a Saudi official 
said. The simple funeral at 
Naireah near the Kuwaiti border 
was attended by Saudi 
Lieutenant-General Khalid Ben 
Sultan, commander of the joint 
Arab forces, and by Senegalese 
Armed Forces Minister Medoune 
Fall. The soldiers died with six 
Saudi aircrew in a Saudi air force 
4 C-130 Hercules transport which 
* crashed as it tried to land at Ras 
Al Mushab airport a few 
kilometres from the burial site. 
The plane was returning the 
Senegalese from a pilgrimage to 
Mecca and Medina, which they 
had asked to make before they 
were repatriated. 

American shot 
dead in Turkey 

ISTANBUL (AP) — Assailants 
Friday killed a former U.S. air 
force officer working for an 
American firm in Turkey, police 
reported. The Marxist organisa- 
tion Dev Sol claimed responsibil- 
ity. It was the third tune in two 
months the group said it was 
behind armed attacks on Amer- 
icans. In rhe other assaults, a 
U.S. military employee was killed 
and a U.S. air force officer was 
wounded. Dev Sol (Revolution- 
ary Left) has said it attacked to 
protest the Gulf war and “West- 
f) em imperialism.” 

Ethiopian flow to 
Israel resumed 

LOD, Israel (AP) — The first 
plane load of Ethiopian Jews to 
arrive in three weeks landed here 
Friday, immigration officials said. 
A halt in flights from Ethiopia 
early this month raised concern 
that there could be problems in 
bringing the 17,000 Jews remain- 
ing in the African nation. Jewish 
Agency spokesman Gad Ben-Ari 
blamed the suspension on “tech- 
nical difficulties” in the visa ap- 
plication process. The 220 new 
immigrants, some dressed in tra- 
ditional white embroidered 
robes, were greeted by officials of 
the Jewish Agency, a quasi- 
government organisation that 
% assists in resettling immigrants. 
Six hundred more Ethiopian Jews 
are expected to arrive in Israel by 
the end of next week. 

Germany lifts 
sanctions on Kuwait 

■BONN (R) — The German gov- 
ernment said Friday it had ended 
economic sanctions against 
Kuwait because Iraqi forces had 
left the emirate. A brief item In 
the government’s official bulletin 
said the sanctions had been lifted 
because U.S. resolutions had 
been fulfilled. German sanctions 
against Iraq remain in force, the 
government bulletin said. 

v Ozal heads for 
taiks with Bush 

ANKARA (R) — Turkish Presi- 
dent Tuigut Ozal left for the 
United States Friday for talks 
with President George Bush on 
the aftermath of the Gulf war. 
“We will discuss with President 
Bush all facets of U.S.-Turkish 
relations, post-war conditions in 
the region and other international 
issues directly related to Tur- 
key,” Mr. Ozal told reporters at 
Tthe airport. “.Since the Stan of the 
jTOulf crisis we have talked to 
President Bush by telephone and 
made assessments. Now we have 
. a chance to... exchange views on 
steps for peace and post-war con- 
ditions,” Anatolian news agency 
quoted him as saying. 


U.N. to lift ban 
on food for Iraq 

U.N. envoy warns of epidemics and catastrophe 


UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— The Security Council’s Sanc- 
tions Committee has agreed to lift 
the ban on food shipments to Iraq 
and is debating conditions for 
allowing other necessities to 
reach the shattered country, di- 
plomats said Friday. 

A final public decision by the 
Sanctions Committee was ex- 
pected later Friday, but a French 
representative emerged from the 
private meeting to say the com- 
mittee had agreed to “open the 
tap” for food shipments, and a 
British diplomat said that “in 
practice, it is the lifting of sanc- 
tions on food.” 

They both spoke on condition 


of anonymity. All other delegates 
and officials attending the com- 
mittee agreed with their assess- 
ment. 

The Sanctions Committee be- 
gan discussing the issue in the 
morning and was still in private 
session by late afternoon. 

’ The Security Council Commit- 
tee monitors sanctions imposed 
after Iraq’s Aug. 2 invasion of 
Kuwait which endured despite 
the end of the Gulf war. 

Diplomats said the committee 
would allow food into Iraq in 
unrestricted quantities as long as 
the donor notified the committee 
and the aid was distributed under 
international supervision. 


Iraq has agreed to U.N. dis- 
tribution of food even though it 
would be seftt to Kurd-controlled 
areas of the north and the pro- 
vinces of the south where Shi’iie 
Muslims are rebelling against the 
government. 

Fuel to run generators for re- 
frigerators, spare parts for sew- 
age system repair, and other 
essentials for health and welfare 
will probably be allowed in on a 
case- by-case basis, diplomats 
said. 

The committee questioned 
Undersecretary-General Martti 
Ahtisaari on his report urging 
them to lift the food embargo on 
Iraq. Mr. Ahtisaari said the coun- 


try was reduced to a “pre- 
indusmal age” by allied bombing 
and risks catastrophic disease and 
famine. 

The committee can effectively 
lift the embargo on food by de- 
claring that a humanitarian 
emergency exists. 

Iraq has no foreign exchange to 
buy food and the U.N. embargo 
would still ban financial transac- 
tions with Baghdad. But Western 
diplomats said that food Iraq had 
bought before its Aug. 2 invasion 
and the imposition of the boycott 
could be released once the Sanc- 
tions Committee makes its deci- 


U.S. forces shoot down 
Iraqi plane near Kirkuk 


Combined agency dispatches 

U.S. FIGHTER planes shot 
down an Iraqi military je: Friday 
— the second in two days — after 
it was spotted flying over the 
rebel-held city of Kirkuk in 
northern Iraq, the U.S. central 
command in Riyadh said.. 

Two U.S. F-15 fighters inter- 
cepted the Iraqi SU-22 Fittter at 
11.40 a.m. (0840 GMT) flying 
with another Iraqi aircraft, a 
propeller driven single-engine 
trainer, a U.S. military statement 
said. 

They visually identified the two 
aircraft and downed the Fitter 
with an AIM-9 missile, the state- 
ment said. 

Preliminary reports indicated 
the pilot of the PC-7 trainer 
ejected after the Fitter was shot 


RIYADH (Agencies) — Iraq 
took another step towards meet- 
ing U.S. and allied terms for a 
permanent Gulf war ceasefire by 
agreeing to hand over more than 
5,000 Kuwaiti captives, a senior 
Kuwaiti military source said Fri- 
day. 

The pledge to free ail of the 
Kuwaitis Baghdad has reported 
holding was made in talks be- 
tween Iraqi and allied military 
officials in the Saudi Arabian 
capital Riyadh, Kuwaiti Colonel 
Abdullah Kandari said. 

Col. Kandari said the Iraqis 
agreed to release a total of 5,040 
Kuwaiti detainees over the next 
five days under the auspices of 
the International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC). 

He said a group of 1.150 
Kuwaitis was being flown home 
on Friday on eight separate 


down. 

U.S. troops occupying 15 per 
cent of southern Iraq are still in 
defensive positions and U.S. war- 
planes are patrolling the skies. 

President George Bush said 
Wednesday that any more Iraqi 
planes which violated the tempor- 
ary ceasefire in the Gulf would 
also be shot do wn. _ 

The U.S. Defence Department 
has also warned Iraqi military 
forces against using helicopters to 
put down rebellions by Kurdish 
groups in northern Iraq and 
Shiite Muslims in the south that 
broke out after the Gulf war 
ended late last month. 

Defence Department spokes- 
man Pete Williams said Thursday 
that Iraqi forces were using 
dozens of helicopters to strafe 
anti-government insurgents. 


Kuwait Airways flights from the 
northwestern Saudi town of Arar. 

A second batch of 1 . 157 
Kuwaitis would be transferred on 
Saturday, a third of 907 on Sun- 
day, a fourth of 1 ,147 on Monday 
and a fifth of 679 on Tuesday. 

The release of the civilian and 
military prisoners, many of whom 
were rounded up m the last days 
of the six-week Gulf war. goes a 
long way towards fulfilling a ma- 
jor condition for a permanent 
ceasefire. 

U.S. President George Bush 
ordered a halt to offensive milit- 
ary operations on Feb. 28 but said 
a formal ceasefire depended on a 
string of conditions including the 
speedy release of all prisoners, 
including the captured Kuwaitis. 

The first bach of 145 Kuwaiti 
soldiers landed at Kuwait interna- 
tional airport shortly before 10 


The downing of the plane came 
as the head of the Kurdish 
opposition coalition urged other 
opposition leaders Friday to join 
him inside northern Iraq to dis- 
cuss formation of a provisional 
government. 

fierce fighting was reported by 
rebel sources Friday near Mqful 
and Khanaqin in the north and 
against Iraqi forces around the 
Shiite holy city of Najaf and 
Amara province in the south. 

Masoud Barzani, the leader of 
the Kurdistan Democratic Party 
(KDP) and the head of the Iraqi 
Kurdistan Front opposition coali- 
tion. claimed insurgents now con- 
trol 95 per cent of the northern 
provinces. 

“It is imperative that now that 


a.m. (0700 GMT). A second 
flight arrived about an hour later. 

From the airport, the freed 
soldiers were taken in packed 
buses to a wedding hall in the 
SURRA section of Kuwait City. 

Hundreds of expectant rela- 
tives massed in front of the hall, 
hoping for a chance to * be 
reunited with loved ones. Many 
were disappointed. 

The Kuwaiti government did 
not release names of the prison- 
ers so many relatives of missing 
Kuwaitis came to the centre with 
hope as their only companion. 

No government officials were 
present at the hall. A small gov- 
ernment delegation, led by Briga- 
dier General Jasim Al Sbihab, 
one of the three Kuwaiti com- 
manders who fled Kuwait on 
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Prince 
Hassan 
in Canada 

OTTAWA (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
arrived in Ottawa, Canada. 
Thursday and met with Canadian 
Prime Minister Brian Mulroney- 
The talks between Prince Hassan 
and Mr. Mulroney centred on the 
situation in the Middle East re- 
gion, Jordanian -Canadian rela- 
tions and economic cooperation 
between the two sides as well as 
ways to reach a peaceful settle- 
ment of the Arab-Israeli conflict 
and the Palestinian problem. 

Prince Hassan, who arrived in 
Ottawa from Britain, thanked 
Mr. Mulroney for Canada's sup- 
port for Jordan in various fiel&- 

Mr. Mulroney affirmed that 
Canada wiil continue its support 
for Jordan and voiced apprecia- 
tion of the Jordanian govern- 
ment’s constructive role to bring 
about peace and stability to the 
region, and for Jordan's commit- 
ment to resolving the region's 
problems through peaceful 
means. 

The Crown Prince also met 
with Canadian Foreign Minister 
Joe Clark and discussed with him 
the latest developments in the 
region after the Gulf war. The 
talks also dealt with Jordan's role 
in the region. 

Mr. Clark stressed the role 
Jordan can play in any settlement 
of the Arab-Israeli conflict and 
the need for Jordan to have an 
active role in any peace process. 

The talks also discussed the 
results of the Gulf war and its 
economic and humanitarian con- 
sequences on Jordan. Canada 
lauded the humanitarian role 
played by Jordan, which hosted 
tens of thousands of evacuees 
from Iraq and Kuwait. 

The meeting was anended on 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Iraqis agree to release Kuwaitis 


Three weeks after the ceasefire, Iraqis 
remain uncertain of future, recent past 


This is the second in a series of articles by Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter Lamis K. Andoni, who has just re fumed from Iraq: 


THREE WEEKS after the 
ceasefire, residents of Baghdad 
remain in a state of shock and 
uncertain about the future of 
their devastated country. But 
there had been no signs that 
the capital was taking part in 
the rebellion which has swept 
the north and the south of the 
country. 

Except for few separate inci- 
dents — mainly in predomi- 
nantly Shiite neighbourhoods 
— anger in Baghdad has not 
shown in violent anti- 
government protests, bur that 
is only partly due to the army's 
strong grip on the capital. The 
silent anger of Baghdadis large- 
ly reflects — judging by inter- 
views with residents — a state 
of perplexity and confusion 
with what the country has been 
plunged into since the end of 


the war. 

“The country has lost its 
balance. Some Iraqis feel that 
they can barely Think,” said a*, 
university professor. 

But Baghdad, which has 
been known historically for 
leading anti-government re- 
volts, has not moved also be- 
cause many people do not see. 
so far, a viable alternative to 
Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein. 

Immediately after the abrupt 
withdrawal from Kuwait, ten- 
sion in Baghdad appeared to 
simmer. For despite the initial 
manifestations of celebrations 
— like shooting in the air — 
Baghdadis did not conceal 
their frustration at what they 
viewed as a humiliating pullout 
of the troops from Kuwait. 

“He (President Saddam) 


should not have ordered a 
withdrawal now. This looks 
like a defeat. It is very humi- 
liating.” said a young Iraqi 
street vendor in the souk, a few 
hours after the pullout order. 

In some neighbourhoods 
some portraits of President 
Saddam were tarnished with 
red paint and eggs. 

Aware of a potential threat 
of armed urnest, the govern- 
ment had promptly started col- 
lecting hundreds of thousands 
of arms, mostly machine guns, 
which were distributed to the 
population during the war. In 
some areas the army had to 
conduct house-to-house sear- 
ches for arms, while eyewitnes- 
ses said that calls on the people 
to turn over their arms were 
heard from loudspeakers i n 
some neighbourhoods. 

Security blocs were set up to 
look for arms and stolen vehi- 
cles. The government seemed 


In control. As days went by, 

fewer blocs were seen around 
Baghdad and fewer cars were 
stopped at checkpoints. 

One night last week, this 
reporter went around the city 
with an Iraqi driver, and saw 
three checkpoints only during 
a one-hour tour. 

Some people, it appeared, 
had managed to keep their 
personal weapons, and at night 
we would hear intermittent 
shooting which never turned 
into skirmishes. But not all of 
the shooting was by dissidents, 
or army deserters, who refused 
to let go of their weapons. 
Sometimes, the shooting was a 
signal that a family had re- 
ceived one of its soldier sons in 
a coffin — shooting in the air is 
a way “to greet the martyrs” in 
Iraq. 

The government’s swift ac- 

(Continoed on page 5) 



KING ATTENDS FRIDAY PRAYERS: Hi> Awqaf and Islamic Affairs' Srcri-iury (iuit-ral Dr. 
Majesty King Hussein performed Friday prayers at Ahmad Delay cl. Accompanying King iluvMrm were 
Al Tabaa Mosque in Tla Al Aii district, in Amman. Their Koynl Highness Prince Faisal Ik-n Al Hussein. 
King Hussein and the worshippers listened to the I Vince Tala] Ben Mohammad and a number of 
Friday sermon which was delivered by Ministry of princes. 


King to visit France 

U.S. should move to mend ties, Jordan says 


PARIS (R) — His Majesty King 
Hussein, criticised by the United 
States for what it sees as Jordan's 
support for Iraq in the Gulf war. 
will visit France next week. Presi- 
• dent Francois Mitterrand's office 
said Friday. 

Mr. Mitterrand will lunch with 
King Hussein next Friday. Mr. 
Mitterrand's office said. 

France supported the U.S.-led 
coalition in the Gulf war, sending 
war planes and more than 12.000 
men to join the international 
force that fought waged war on 
Iraq. 

The United States criticised 
Jordan's behaviour during the 
war but France has kept com- 
munications channels open with 
•the Kingdom. 

King Hussein said on Thursday 
that it was up to the United States 
to repair relations with Jordan 

PLO: 210 
Palestinians 
killed 
in Kuwait 

TUNIS (R) — A Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
spokesman accused Kuwaitis Fri- 
day of having killed 210 Palesti- 
nians and tortured hundreds, in- 
cluding children. 

This was the highest toll yet 
reported for post-war reprisals in 
the emirate which have aroused 
concern abroad. 

Kuwaitis are angry over sup- 
port by the PLO for Iraq’s inva- 
sion and occupation. The Palesti- 
nian community in the emirate 
has dropped to about 170,000 
from 400,000 before the Iraqi 
invasion. 

The PLO here said 210 Palesti- 
nians had been tortured to death 
or executed by firing squad or 
hanging. 

Bassam Abu Sharif, senior 
political adviser to PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat, said several 
hundred other Palestinians, in- 
cluding children under 16. had 
been tortured by Kuwaiti police. 

He added that parts of the 
Mubarak hospital in Kuwait City 
were used for torture sessions, 
and the dead were buried in mass 
graves. 

He said Palestinians had been 
killed by Kuwaitis and people of 
other nationalities, without saying 
which. 

Mr. Abu Sharif called on U.S. 
President George Bush to get 
human rights principles applied in 
the Gulf and criticised U.N. 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar for what he called 
silence on the issue. 

Human rights workers and wit- 
nesses say dozens of Palestinians. 
Iraqi civilians and Jordanians 
have been beaten, tortured and in 
some cases shot dead in a witch- 
hunt against suspected collabor- 
ators. 

' A human rights group said 
Thursday that 30 to 40 people, 
mainly Palestinians, had been kil- 
led and 2.000 jailed, many of 
them tortured, in acts of post-war 
revenge by the Kuwaitis. 

Middle East Watch, a New 
York-based rights group, said the 
Kuwaiti government was aware 
of abuses and was trying to curb 
them but had only limited control 
over army units and freelance 
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damaged by the Gulf war and he 
defended Jordan's stance during 
the conflict. 

“Well now. things have gone 
wrong.” he said in a NBC televi- 
sion interview from Amman. 

“1 believe that there is still a lot 
of misunderstanding (hat hope- 
fully will be cleared up in the time 
ahead. And 1 think that we are 
quite comfortable with our 
stand.” 

“We believe that we acted on 
principle in the interest of all 
concerned, in the interest of 
peace, and when this is realised 
I'm sure that things will im- 
prove." 

The King said he was sorry that 
the U.S. Senate, over the objec- 
tions of the Bush administration, 
voted Wednesday to block S55 
million in milirarv and economic 
aid to Jordan. 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — A 
senior Bush administration offi- 
cial says the United States wants 
to restore good relations with 
Jordan, a "key” country in the 
Middle East, and called on Con- 
gress to continue U.S. aid to that 
country. 

"Jordan has been a long-time 
friend of the United State*, and 
we want to get that relationship 
back on the basis of friendship." 
John H. Kelly, assistant secretary 
of state for Near Eastern and 
South Asian Affairs, told the 
House Foreign Affairs Subcom- 
mittee on Europe and the Middle 
East. 

“The administration wants to 
have the flexibility to continue 
the assistance to Jordan. Clearly 
after a period of estrangement, 
we want to get over that." Mr. 
Kelly said. 

But while officials from the 
departments of State and De- 


OCCUP1ED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A Palestinian stab- 
bed an Israeli in a Tel Aviv 
suburb late Thursday in the latest 
wave of knife attacks on Israelis. 
Israel Radio said. 

Earlier Thursday a Palestinian 
labour stabbed two Israeli sol- 
diers and relatives buried a Jew- 
ish merchant who died in a sepa- 
rate stabbing attack the day be- 
fore. 

Police Ministei Roni Milo will 
seek cabinet approval Sunday to 
prevent unmarried Arab youths 
from the occupied territories 
from entering Israel. Israel Radio 
said (see page 2). Most attacks on 
Israelis have been carried out by 
single youths. 

The latest stabbing occurred in 
the Tel Aviv suburb of Beni 
Barak when an Arab assaulted a 
Jewish couple waiting at a bus 
slop, army radio said. The 24- 
year-old victim was reported his 
condition as stable with a knife 
wound in the lower back. 

Police apprehended a 25-year- 
old Palestinian suspect from the 
West Bank town of Nablus short- 
ly after the attack, army radio 
said. Police said the Palestinian 
was apparently acting out of 
nationalist motives. 


On current efforts to resolve 
the Arab- Israeli conflict . King 
Hussein said Jordan would not 
agree to be a substitute tor the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) in peace talks with 
Israel. 

But he said that if (he Palesti- 
nian leadership asked Jordan to 
field a joint delegation for such 
talks, he would consider doing so. 

King Hussein said he saw no 
wav to resolve the conflict with- 
out the participation ot the 
Palestinians. 

“It is so very, very important 
that they participate, they have 
their say. they have their word, 
and they contribute their share 
for peace." he said. "Only then 
can we have peace and stability in 
this region. And we’ll support 
and help in any way we can 
toward that end.” 


fence, and the Agency for Interna- 
tional Development testified 
Wednesday in the Hou *e ol Rep- 
resentatives in favour ot such aid. 
rhe Senate voted against giving 
S57.2 million in economic and 
military aid to Jordan. 

Representative Lee Hamilton 
(Democrat of Indiana), the sub- 
committee chairman, told the 
administration witnesses testify- 
ing on the 1992 U.S. foreign 
affairs budget that House mem- 
bers will be hard-pressed not to 
approve the same Senate mea- 
sure or a similar one. 

“We've got to have some 
help.” explaining to constituents 
why it is that their i.«x dollars 
should go to aid the economy ot a 
country which sided against the 
United States in the Gulf war. 
Hamilton said, adding: 

Mr. Hamilton said: “We're not 

(Continued on page 5i 


The earlier attack on (he two 
soldiers look place in Hod 
Hasharon north of Tel Aviv. The 
attacker was wounded, beiascn 
by civilians and also arrested. 
Israel Radio said. 

According to the radio. I he 

attacker, an I S-y ear-old Palesti- 
nian from the occupied Gaza 
Strip, acted calmly and used two 
knives in Thursday’s incident. 

The wounded soldiers pursued 
him and fired in the air. They 
were joined by civilians who 
hurled stones and sticks at the 
Palestinian, eventually capturing 
him inside a carpentry workshop. 

On Wednesday, an Arab fatal- 
ly slabbed a Jewish furniture mer- 
chant to death and dumped his 
body in a warehouse. 

The incident in the town of 
Hadcra. 40 kilometres (25 miles) 
north of Tel Aviv.- Police said 
they began a manhunt for the 
aaacker. 

Police identified the victim as 
Mordechai Roichman, 70. and 
said police reinforcements were 
rushed to the town to prevent 
anti- Arab violence. 

Palestinians from- the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip had 

(Coatfaaed OB page 5) . . 


Bush administration 
fights cut in aid to Jordan 


Increasing attacks 
reported on Israelis 
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Prince 

Hassan 

lauds 

AYF 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
voiced appreciation to and pride 
in the Arab Youth Forum (AYF) 
members. In a reply message to 
the AYPs Board of Trustees, 
Prince Hassan said he was 
pleased with the forum's achieve- 
ments and the pioneering steps it 
_ has so far taken. 

“The forum's achievements 
will serve as the basis for formu- 
la ring the youth’s future out- 
look," Prince Hassan said. 

The forum bad earlier sent a 
message to Prince Hassan thank- 
ing him for his continuous sup- 
port of the forum and renewing 
confidence in him as president of 
the AYF. 

Prince Hassan had earlier 
asked Assistant Director of bis 
office Abdullah Touqan to help 
the forum provide the right 
atmosphere to unleash capacities 
and capabilities of youth and to 
organise their various activities. 

On Friday, the forum derided 
to appoint Abdullah Abu Alim as 
coordinator of the forum's va- 
rious activities branches . accord- 
ing to Mr. Touqan. 

The forum also appointed Kha- 
iid A1 Armouti as coordinator for 
the administrative and services 
affairs. 

The forum also formed four 
committees: One for endorsing 
the forum's statutes and supervis- 
ing the forthcoming elections, 
another one for financial affairs, 
a third for membership affairs 
and a fourth for external rela- 
tions. 


iLO urged 
to protect 
Palestinians 

AMMAN (Petra) •— Labour 
Minister Abdul Karim AI Dugh- 
mi Thursday briefed an Interna- 
tional Labour Organisation 
(ILO) fan-finding mission on tlie 
situation of Arab , workers and 
civilian population in the occu J ' 
pied territories and reviewed the 
oppressive Israeli practice against 
them. 

At a meeting with the mission, 
Dughmi called on the ILO to 
provide support to the Palestinian 
people under Israeli occupation 
to enable them to live a decent 
life on their national soil and to 
hold in the face of the Israeli 
attempts which aim at uprooting 
and evicting them from their 
homeland in a bid to replace, 
them with Soviet Jewish settlers. 

Mr. Dughmi stressed the 
Israeli plans geared to prevent 
Arab workers from getting in- 
volved in the economic sector in 
the occupied West Bank -and 
Gaza Strip. The minister cited 
Oyoun Qara massacre, during 
which eight Palestinian workers 
were killed by Israelis, as a live 
evidence of the Israeli intentions 
against Arabs. 

The minister added that the 
Gulf crisis had left a negative 
impact on the social and econo- 
mic life of Arab workers in the 
occupied territories and has led to 
rising unemployment among 
them. 

Mr. Dughmi referred to the 
frequent Israeli harassment of - 
Arab workers and the interven- 
tion of the Israeli authorities in 
the workers unions and organisa- 
tions. 

He added that the Israeli au- 
thorities have confiscated 52.6 
per cent of the West Bank land 
and 42.3 per cent of the total area 
of Gaza Strip. He also stressed on 
the repeated curfews and the 
ensuing decline of income, rising 
unemployment and low produc- 
tivity and the restrictions on' 
movement of people and goods in 
the occupied territories. 

The minister exposed the 
■ Israeli attempts to obliterate 
‘Arab identity, culture and civi- ! 
lisations, saying that the con- . 
tinuous closure of schools and 
universities are aimed at depriv- 
ing the Palestinian people of their 
right to education and to safe- 
guard their heritage and culture. , 

The ILO mission received j 
memos from the Foreign Minis- 
try's Department of Palestinian 
Affairs, the General Federation 
of Jordanian Chambers of Com- 
merce (GFJCCl. Amman Cham- 
ber of Industry, and the General 
Federation of Jordanian Trade 
Unions (GFJTU). 

In its memorandum, the De- 
partment of Palestinian Affairs 
referred to the oppressive Israeli 
measures against the Palestinian 
people and to the massive dismis- 
sal of Palestinian workers. 

The GFJCC focussed on the 
features of the Palestinian labour 
force and the situation of workers 
in the occupied territories. 



Queen Mother receives 
orphans on Mother’s day 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her Majesty 
the Queen Mother Zein AI Shar- 
af Friday received children from 
the Um AI Hussein Orphanage, 
who called at Zahran Palace to 


congratulate her on the occasion 
of Mother's Day. The children 
thanked the Queen Mother for 
her continuous support of the 
orphanage, which has been made 


through her support and encourage- 
ment. into a model place to rear 
children and an example which 
should be emulated in the area of 
humanitarian work. 


‘Deprivations of all kinds 
threaten lives of Iraqis’ 


By Serene Halasa 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The post-war period 
in Iraq is worse than the actual 
war: the continued economic 
embargo, the threat of wide- 
spread epidemics, lack of food as 
well as medicine and basic neces- 
sities of life threaten the very 
-existence of 18 million Iraqis, 
according to medical experts who 
recently arrived from Baghdad. 

During a press conference 
Thursday, one day after their 
return, three of the seven doctors 
from Medecins du monde (Doc- 
tors of the World) organisation 
left for Europe, for two weeks, in 
order to get urgent medical aid 
for Iraq and to raise public aware- 
ness about the situation there. 

So far, Medecms'du monde; a 
non-governmental organisation 
has sent 10 tonnes of medicine 
and 2 tonnes of milk to Iraq. 
"This is definitely not enough: we 
are going back to Paris to get 
bigger shipments of humanitarian 
aid to Iraq," Dr Hussein Man- 
sour, a Lebanese neurosurgeon 
said adding that the future 
threatens tbe lives of millions of 
Iraqis especially newborn babies. 

According to United Nations 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), 
2,200 Iraqi children are bom ev- 
eryday. These children are at a 
high risk of dying from dehydra- 
tion. lack of protein, and global 
malnutrition. "The last time I saw 
cases of global malnutrition was 
in Sudan. What is happening now 
in Iraq has never been observed 
before at such a large scale,” Dr. 
Jack Lebas, a specialist in infec- 


tious deseases and the president 
of the Medecines du monde told 
the press conference. 

These newborns are also 
threatened by the widespread 
epidemics in Iraq, especially that 
these children have not received 
vaccines since September 199U. 
the doctors said. "All this is the 
direct result of the economic 
embargo against Iraq," Lebas 
said adding that they (members 
of Medecins du monde) will call 
for the immediate lift of econo- 
mic sanctions against Iraq , on a 
humanitarian hasis. 

"We hope the European Com- 
munity (EC) will help us. and we 
hope that this embargo -against- 
Iraq is lifted because it is felt 
mostly by ciyiIiaps 4 ".Dr. Man- : 
sour said. 

“There is no bread available in • 
Iraq because there is no electric- 
ity or petrol,” Dr. Patrick David, 
an anaestetist said. 

“Women and children in Iraq 
should not suffer as a consequ- 
ence of politics.” Dr. Lebas said 
in answer to a question about the 
mounting pressures exerted by 
the American and British govern- 
ments on Iraq, intended to topple 
the Iraqi president’s regime. 

The team of seven doctors 
toured three hospitals in Bagh-' 
dad, including Saddam's Pediat- 
ric Hospital, the Red Crescent 
Hospital and Ibn Bitar Hospital. 
“Medical supplies and surgical 
equipment are not available in 
most hospitals." Dr. Lebas said. 
"It is very hard for the health 
system to work without the basic 
facilities,” he added. 


The three doctors who re- 
turned from Baghdad conceded 
that the health system had almost 
collapsed as a result of the war 
waged against Iraq's infrastruc- 
ture. 

“No cholera cases have been 
observed in Iraq as of yet.” Dr. 
Lebas said. "But the possibility of 
it spreading in the future is great 
because of two factors: hot 
weather and polluted water,” he 
added. 

“Patients in the hospitals de- 
pend mostly on humanitarian aid. 
We are not sure though if this is 
enough for the people suffering 
as a consequence of the war," Dr. 
Lebas said. “One third of Sad- 
dam Hospital is functioning only 
. because of the lack of electricity, 
gasoline, water and other neces- 
saries.” he added. 

The seven-member was only 
able to visit the area around 
Baghdad. "The situation is not 
safe enough for us to go outside 
Baghdad,” Dr. Lebas said adding 
that the four members who 
stayed behind in Iraq were told 
that they would be able to go to 
tbe south as soon as the situation 
quiets down. 

The team met with health offi- 
cials in Iraq to discuss the de- 
teriorating health situation and 
the basic needs that 'should be 
met. “We met with the director 
of the Health Ministry, the presi- 
dent of the Arabic Bureau of the 
Red Crescent and some doctors 
and surgeons,” Dt. Lebas said. 
“According to these officials, the 
medical situation out of Baghdad 
is worse," he added. 


New Iraqi banknote yet 
to gain formal recognition 


By P.V. Vrvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A new 25-dinar note 
introduced by the Iraqi govern- 
ment in January has not yet been 
widely accepted outside the coun- ■ 
try. In the absence of clear com- ' 
muni cations from the Iraqi side. 
Jordanian authorities are not 
accepting the new notes, and at 
least one Asian expatriate has 
been detained since early Febru- 
ary on suspicion of possessing 
counterfeit currency. 

In Baghdad itself large 

amounts of counterfeit foreign 
currency have surfaced, adding to 
the problems faced by the author- 
ities in frying to cope with de- 1 
vastation caused by the allied air ' 
assault on Iraq, officials said. 

The new 25-dinar note was 
introduced by the Iraqi govern- 
ment with announcements in the 
local media, but the outside 
world has not been formally noti- 
fied of the issuance, banking offi- 
cials said. 

"The note was issued .at the 
height of the war, and in the 
absence of proper external com- 
munications the Iraqi govern- 
ment appears not to have sent 
any notification outside," said a 
banking official* 

Asian expatriates who crossed 
into Jordan i last week have re- 
ported to their embassy here that 
the new notes were not accepted 
at the Jordanian border post of 


AI Ruweished, according to di- 
plomatic sources. 

The almost penniless expatri- 
ates had little other money on 
ihem and found it difficult'to pay 
the required charges at the bor- 
der, according to the sources. 

Tie concerned diplomatic mis- 
sion has notified the Foreign 
Ministry of the situation, said one 
of the sources. 

The mission has also raised the 
case of one of its nationals de- 
tained at Aqaba for possession of 
the new notes and requested that 
the suspect be released since the 
^currency has been announced as 
legal tender by the Iraqi govern- 
ment, the source said. 

Security sources confirmed the 
detention and said they were 
waiting for clear instructions from 
the authorities to take appropri- 
ate action to release the suspect. 

The new banknote, turquoise 
blue in colour as compared to the 
old green 25-dinar currency in 
circulation, “does not feel like 
regular notes," commented a re- 
cent visitor to Baghdad. “Its iex- 
ture and feel — shining and thin 
but slippery — are more like 
something in between photocopy 
paper and facsimile paper,” she 
said. 

Many who did not know of the 
new issuance bad brought the 
note to the attention of immedi- 
ate officials who "reassured 
everyone that the notes are 
genuine," she told the Jordan 
Tunes. 


Meanwhile,' Baghdad residents 
and people arriving here from the 
Iraqi capital report a surge in the 
presence of counterfeit currency 

— mostly American dollars — 
there. 

“There is little doubt that 
counterfeit notes have entered 
Iraq in large quantities since the 
Gulf crisis," said a Baghdad resi- 
dent. "Most of it appears to have 
come across the eastern border," 
he said in an apparent allusion to. 
Iran, which has reported several' 
cases of massive counterfeit cur- 
rency surfacing in the Iranian 
market. 

"Some of the American dollars 

— mainly $100 notes — which 
surfaced in Tehran are of 
excellent quality," said a banking 
expert . "It has been observed 
that such notes escape even some, 
of the advanced methods of de- 
tention,” he said. 

In many cases, the counterfeit 
passed dozens of hands, including 
commercial banks, before they 
were found to be fake, the expert 
said. "It took sophisticated 
equipment at the central bank to 
establish that they were not 
genuine.” 

“Persia is famous for producing 
miniatures and excellent designs, 
particularly carpets and rugs,” 
commented another expert. “It is 
not strange that some of their' 
work surpasses some of the ex- 
perienced forgers even in 
Europe. *' 


Press Association’s elections 
highlight Journalists’ problems 


finances of the association and its 
limited authority among journal- 
ises. 

“Look at their annual report, 
their only achievements are a 
long list of wishful thinking an 
angry journalist lashed out. 

"The association has been tar- 
dy in protecting its members 
whether in confrontations with 
the government or in defending 
their rights against expulsions 
from their jobs.” said a member 
of the association who boycotted 
Friday's elections. 


have to get the approval of the 
cabinet and the approval of Par- 
liament before any such step is 
made.” a former member of the 
council said. 

"The association should be the 
master of its charier without 
going back to the executive au- 
thority." he added. 

But. the government argues, 
the national charter which is ex- 
pected to govern the political, 
social and economic life in Jordan 
will deal with the issue of the 
media and that laws cannot he 


Following are the results of Friday's elections: 

Mr. Hashem Khreisat became president of the Jordan Press 
Association (JPAI. He ran unopposed. Mr. Khreisat. who is 
editor-in-chief of Sawt AI Shaab Arabic daily, will be serving as 
president for the second consecutive term. 

- Fakhri Abu Hamda. Abdul Hafiz Mohammad and Mohammad 
Totah were elected to the JPA board, unopposed, as representatives 
of press establishments' owners; the other journalists elected Friday 
for the board were: Omar Abanda. Ali Abu Tahanja. Rashid 
Hassan. Suleiman AI Burmawi. Yousef Al Ab&i and Salim At Maani. 


"It is as if the association did 
not care whether the truth was 
transmitted to the people or 
not... it opened the door wide for 
the foreign press to assert itself 
while it stood back in fear of 
confrontation.” contended 
another jounalist. who has had 
clashes with the executive author- 
ity before democracy was intro- 
duced in the Kingdom in 19S9. 

"The association should have 
made sure that Jordaniar jouran- 
Iists went everwhere to cover 
events so that our public knew 
the truth, but they didn't.” he 
said. 

"The situation of the associa- 
tion is unhealthy. Members of the 
council think they are executive 
managers, they hide the truth 
behind their centralised decisions 
making it impossible for members 
to be effective through know- 
ledge of facts said a journalist 
who tried to participate in the 
association's affairs as a member 
of several committees. 

However, those still attempting 
to whitewash obvious failings 
blame the government for the 
association’s shortcomings. 

"We want to change the char- 
ter of the association. But we 


changed or amended until the 
charter is adopted by the country. 

In the meantime, the govern- 
ment has welcomed the associa- 
tion's efforts to become indepen- 
dent from the monopoly on news-, 
papers by a limited number, of! 
people and has tried to broker an 1 
agreement betw een the two sides. 

In several meetings chaired by 
the information minister pressure 
was applied on the owners of the 
three Arabic dailies in the king- 
dom to pay one per cent of their 
net profit from advertisement to 
the association as stipulated by 
law. 

However newspaper owners 
have repeatedly refused to pay on 
a percentage basis insisting on 
paying an amount determined by 
the newspapers themselves. The 
newspaper owners have also 
pointed out that the law was 
adopted during the period when 
newspapers were taken over by 
the government under the sti- 
pulations of the Defence Law. 

Al Rai daily attempted to 
alleviate some of the financial 
burdens on the association by 
introducing a health insurance 
plan for its employeees. a move 
that was welcomed by the asso- 
ciation in its annual report. The 


other two newspapers A I Dust our 
and A! Shaab, have no: made 
moves to providing the same \er- 
vice to their employees. 

Other manifestations of 
"monopoly” by newspapers over 
jou ran lists, according to associa- 
tion members, including em- 
ploying non -registered journalists 
within the ranks of newspaper 
without consulting the associa- 
tion. 

The association's laws require 
that all active jouranlists be mem- 
bers of the association even if 
they were working for interna- 
tional media organisations. 

However, journalists who arc 
not members of the association 
insist that the membership laws of 
the association deter many 
iounuiists from even applying. 

"Journalism is a talent. V»u 
either have it or you don't U 
cannot * be guided b> laws on 
education.” said a jouranhtf who 
works for several international 
media organisations and is not a 
member uf the association. 

Jourunhsts who suffer most 
from the membership laws are 
those who have studied tn coun- 
tries in Europe or the United 
States and are not qualified to get 
their degrees approved h> the 
Ministry of Higher Education. 

However, to the association, 
the biggest problem in thJt par- 
ticular issue is the number of 
jouranlism graduates from Yar- 
mouk University who have stayed 
unemployed after graduation. 

"If there were more newspap- 
ers or if the existing newspapers 
made an honest effort to absorb 
these graduates it would not he 
such a major problem.” an asso- 
ciation member complained. 

Journalism graduates from 
Yarmouk University become 
members of the association upon 
graudation while other would-be 
members are required to prove a 
varying working period in one of 
the local newspapers before they 
can become members. 

“I got a job with an interna- 
tional news agency and id not get 
one with any of the local news- 
papers: what is wrong with that? 
Why do l have to show a year's 
experience at a local newspaper 
when I am jouranlism graduate 
from the U.S.?" one pointed out. 


Shipping industry experts 


expect slow recovery 


Far East, which during the war 
had hiked from $500 to S1000,” 
according to Mr. Kawar. From 
the European countries the insur- 
ance rate dropped 75 per cent 
from S500 per container during 
the war. In the Mediteranan 
areas. Lloyds affirmed that the 
elevated insurance premium had 
been lifted.. 

A Middle East emergency sur- 
charge was also imposed, during 
the war. some S360 extra per 
container, “but this was also 
lifted as a result of negotiations 
with regular shipping lines," Mr. 
Kawar said. 

The shipping movement in the 
Port of Aqaba seems to have a 
good foundation on which to pick 
up again, but there is a "snag.” 
many expens say. According to 
the Shipping Agents Association, 
the interception of ships is still 
being conducted byt navy vessels 
from the U.S.. France. Spain and 
Greece. "However, as a result of 
discussions, the requirements 
have been reduced slightly, mak- 
ing it easier for ships to conform 
to requirements for document- 
ables." Mr. Kawar said adding 
that the ’snag still remaining is 
that all containers must be easily 
accessible to the inspecting offic- 
er.” Some containers remain at 
the bottom of the hold, which 
makes it impossible to be opened 
and the contents checked. Mr. 
Kawar told the Jordan Times. 
"Efforts are being made to ease 
this requirement' but it largely 
depends on the easing of the 
political situation. 

Many ships stopped heading to 
Aqaba Port since the hostilities 
broke out. but some others chose 
to take the risk. Among those are 
the leading regular lines such as 
the Red Sea Express (RSE) 
which maintained regular sail- 
ings. 


According to Mr. Kawar, the 
RSE declared that they would 
continue to, serve Aqaba provid- 
ing inspections stop soon. The 
RSE is a consortium of the five 
leading shipowners from Britain. 
France and Italy serving northern 
Europe, and the U.K, at bi- 
monthly intervals. The Jordan 
National Shipping Line also 
maintained conventional contain- 
er services as did the Sudan Line 
which serves Mediterranean 
ports. 

“Shipping Agents are con- 
tinuously offering their services. 
. In fact more than 50 per cent of 
the cargo shipped by containers is 
booked by merchants in Jordan, 
through Shipping Agents.” Mr. 
Kawar affirmed. 

He added that many of the 
ships that discharge their cargo in 
Aqaba port also lift exports of 
Jordanian products to various 
parts of the world. "In this re- 
gard. earlier this month, the Ship- 
ping Association, the Chamber of 
Industry and Commerce as well 
as Jordan Trade Association 
established an office." The office, 
for promotion of .shipping ex- 
ports. receives inquiries from ex- 
porters and also receives from the 
.Shipping Agents Association in- 
formation about ships unloading 
at Aqahu and reloading with 
Jordanian goods for exports. Mr. 
Kawar said. 

For many shipping forwarders, 
the sea freight has not picked 
up“thc way “we wanted it to," 
Samir Majaj. manager of Jordan 
Express told the Jordan Times. 
“It is going to be a slow process.” 
he added. Other forwarders, 
however, think it may take a few 
months. Mr. Majaj, whose sea 
freight declined by 60 per cent, 
was one of the better off com- 
panies because “I took a risk. 
The shipping that we could sent, 
we did.” Other companies saw 
their sea freieht decline to zero. 


Jordan, Libya discuss ties 


. By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

■AMMAN — The Jordan Press 
Association held its bi-annual 
elections Friday amidst mounting 
criticism by member and non- 
member journalists over the in- 
effectiveness of the association 
and its increasingly deteriorating 
financial situation! 

For the first time in its history 
the position of president of the 
association went to an incumbent 
uncontested although the major- 
ity of members felt it was time for 
a stronger leadership to confront 
a host of challenges facing Jorda- 
nian jouran lists. 

A number of likely candidates, 
while dismayed over the lack of 
competition for the position, said 
that they were not ready to take 
up the problems of an association 
in shambles. 

"The association is in tatters,” 
a former president of the associa- 
tion told the Jordan Times in 
answer to a question over his 
rejection of attempts to interest 
him in again running for the 
position. 

Another prominent journalist 
approached by members to run 
for the seat of president said he 
had refused the offer "because 
any new president would inherit a 
very, very sad and complex lega- 
cy." ‘ ~ ’ 

The annual report of the asso- 
ciation's financial situation 
showed a dificit of JD 23.423 in 
tbe health insurance spending 
alone, while any credit to the 
association as mentioned in the 
run-down of the accounts bypas- 
sed the hundreds into the 
thousands only because of a JD 
10,000 donation by His Majesty 
King Hussein. 

Many journalists feel Thai it 
would be useless to even attempt 
to strengthen the assocairion but 
they cite different reasons for 
their conclusions. 

While some maintain that for- 
mer elected council members 
themselves did not assert their 
authority in defendiong fellow 
jouranlists by wasting time on 
marginal issues, the majority see 
the monopoly on newspapers 
published in Jordan to be the 
main contributor to the failing 

JMA 

denounces 
practices 
against 
Jordanians 
in Kuwait 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Tbe Jordan 
Medical Association (JMA) has 
denounced the oppressive prac- 
tices against Jordanians and 
Palestinians living in Kuwait and 
called on all Arab political and 
-popular organisations and human 
rights organisations to move 
quickly to end their sufferings. 

In a statement issued Thurs- 
day. the JMA said that. Palesti- 
nians and- Jordanians living in 
Kuwait are now being subjected 
to the ugliest forms of psycholo- 
gical and physical torture, killing.- 
chasing and detention. 

"The massive killing of Jorda- 
nians and Palestinians in broad 
daylight constitutes a violation of 
all international norms and char- 
ters and contravenes with the 
Arab values and principles,” the 
statement said. 

The statement blamed the kill- 
ings. detention and torture on the 
ruling Kuwaiti authorities and the 
.“mercenaries and gangs of tenor, 
who are attached to them and 
receive their blessing and sup- 
port.” - ■ - 

“These practices expose the 
conspiratorial role played by the 
Kuwaiti outlaws, who deviate 
from the principles of the Arab 
Nation and are acting against its 
will,” the statement said. 

While denouncing these 
oppressive measures against the 
Jordanian and Palestinian citizens 
in Kuwait and the acts of terror 
being carried out by anti-Arab, 
agents, the statement calls on the 
Jordanian government to shoul- 
der its responsibility for ensuring 
the safety and property of Jorda- 
nians and Palestinians living in 
Kuwait. . 

- It also calls on all popular, 
political and intellectual organisa- 
tions in the Arab World and all 
humanitarian organisations to 
voice out their condemnation and 
■ “to move quickly to put an end to 
the massive killing of our citizens 
' m Kuwait." 
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By Nur Sati 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Aqaba will be soon 
crowded with local tourists again, 
but the shipping industry may not 
be so quick to recover its move- 
ment in the Port of Aqaba after 
the disruption caused by the Gulf 
crisis as Mr. Tawfiq Kawar. 
chairman of the Shipping Agents 
Association pointed out. 

'it depends on the political 
situation in Iraq and whether the 
embrargo is lifted entirely." he 
said. "It also depends on whether 
Syria will allow Iraqi goods to 
pass through its ports, in which 
case the transport and traffic to- 
Iraq via Aqaba would be adverse- 
ly affected." he added. 

Before Aug. 2. Jordan was 
handling nine million tonnes of 
incoming cargo and 9 million 
tonnes of outgoing cargo, includ- 
ing goods for land transportation 
to inland cities in Jordan and 
Iraq. According to Mr. Kawar. 
shipping used to generate no less 
than JD 250 million per year in 
gross income to the various sec- 
tors of Jordan's economy. "But 
when we lost Iraqi cargo, we lost 
70 per cent or JD 160 million per 
year." Mr. Kawar told the Jordan 
Times. 

Throughout the years. Iraq 
found the Port of Aqaba very 
convenient with ease in formali- 
ties. speed in handling cargo and" 
availability of a large land trans- 
port fleet, the Shipping Agents 
Association asserted. 

Since hostilities ceased Mr. 

Kawar has approached the 

Lloyds Underwriters Association 
(an authority that assesses pre- 
miums for risk areas) asking them 
to reconsider the war insurance 
rate. 

"Since March 4 Lloyds de- 
clared the war insurance rate was 
reduced by 50 per cent from the 


TRIPOLI i Petra) — Foreign 
.Minister Taher Al Masri discus- 
sed with his Libyan counterpart 
Ibrahim AI Bushari the latest 
developments on the Arab and 
international arenas at a meeting 
held’ at the Libyan Foreign 
Office. The two officials agreed 
on the need to support and acti- 
vate common Arab work and to 
counter the attempts designed to 
thwart the efforts made to reach a 


-,r 

peaceful settlement .to the re- 
gion’s problems. 

Mr. Masri and Mr. Bushari 
stressed the need for supporting 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO), the sole and 
legitimate representative of the 
Palestinian people, and for fol- 
lowing the same standard when 
applying international' .leptima- 
cy. 

The two officials called for 


supporting the unity of the Iraqi 
territory and the withdrawal of 
foreign forces from these territor- 
ies and pledged to work jointly 
towards achieving this purpose by 
all available means. 

Mr. Masri and Mr. Buhsari 
also discussed bilateral relations 
and stressed the need for wide- 
ning the scopes of commercial 
exchange between the two coun- 
tries. ‘ ’ 
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U.S. priorities — 
Israel, Israel, Israel 


IN A recent article (Jordan Times, March 21-22) U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker put American priorities in 
the post-war Middle East as follows: “There are three 
priorities now for the Middle East," he said. “Gulf security, 
arms control and Arab/IsraeL" Many in the Middle East, 
including America’s war allies, hoped that the .Arab- Israeli 
conflict would be on the top of the U.S. agenda. They hoped, 
and still hope, for a peaceful solution that would address the 
Palestinian question and restore to the Palestinians their 
political rights. 

But the Americans look at the “Arab /Israel" problem 
differently. The U.S. Senate has recently passed a resolution 
urging “Arab states to recognise, and end the state of 
belligerency with Israel," without any reference to the 
question of Palestine or the occupied Arab territories. And 
while Arabs wanted to capitalise on the Iraqi threat to use 
chemical weapons to press for the removal of all mass- 
destruction weapons from the region, including Israel's 
nuclear arsenal, the U.S. and Britain are at the moment 
lobbying for a Security Council resolution that calls for a 
single moratorium on Iraq. 

While the chairman of the U.S.-Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
General Colin Powell declares that Iraq's re maining forces 
“no longer pose a serious threat to its neighbours," one fails 
to understand why the U.S.-insistence on a single morator- 
ium tied with lifting of sanctions at this critical moment 
when Iraq is struggling to contain an insurrection aimed at 
its fragmentation and perpetrated by its ambitious neigh- 
bours. 

If anything, the management of the whole crisis and the 
war that ensued proves only one thing. The U.S. and 
Britain’s most prominent and Undeclared objective, as 
many in tins region believed, was the protection of the state 
of Israel and its intransigence. While Iraq’s disarmament 
and the Golf security arrangements take prominence, the 
Palestine question and the solution for the Arab- Israeli 
conflict take another demotion: Normalisation of Arab- 
lsndi ties. 

If one was able to understand U.S. and British reasoning 
and aims and appreciate China's reassertions, one is at loss 
to understand the French stand. The French had made clear 
to their Arab friends that they went to the war in order to be 
able to influence peace. Yet it seems they are satisfied to be 
on the side of the victor and with a second class seat in the 
Security Council. On the other hand, Arabs on both sides of 
the American-made divide will soon realise that they are alL 
losers. For while Iraq has been reduced to below size, Israel, 
the Arabs' eternal enemy, is the sole beneficiary of the war. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE COMING Arab League meeting in Cairo will be a 
touchstone for the Arab Nation which i*. now facing the post Gulf 
war era. and testing ground fur the Arab leaders, said A1 Ra'i 
Arabic daily. The paper said that the Arab foreign ministers 
taking part in the March JO meeting will be judged not by the 
agenda for discussions but rather bv the attitude of the participat- 
ing countries which are bound to take joint action in the face of 
the common challenges in the coming stage. The coming meeting, 
the paper continued ought to he marked by a spirit of reconcilia- 
tion and tolerance: and that a very constructive atmosphere 
should prevail the deliberations if the Arabs are to reach postive 
results. The paper said that Arab leaders ought to instruct their 
foreign ministers on the manner they must conduct their business 
because they hold the key to reconciliation and future solidarity. 
It is naturaffor the Arab masses to look to the coming meeting in 
Cairo with a great deal of interest, no: only because it will be the 
first since the return of the Arab League headquarters to the 
Egyptian capital, but also because it is being the first since the 
Gulf war and the tragedy that had befallen the Arabs causing 
deep splits in their ranks, the paper noted. The Cairo parley, the 
paper added, presents a golden opportunity for the Arabs to plug 
the loopholes obstructing joint action and mend fences so that 
they can confront the coming stage with greater self-confidence. 
The Cairo meeting, the paper added, offers the Arabs a chance to 
safeguard the Arab League as a regional and effective organisa- 
tion. capable of protecting the nation’s interests. 


A columnist in Al Ra'i daily launches an attack un the U.S. 
administration for giving orders to its military to shoot down an 
Iraqi aircraft within Iraq's airspace, and says that the aggression 
took place while the ceasefire was supposed to be holding. Abdul 
Rahim Omar notes that the Iraqi plane was not flying in the skies 
of the United States nor over occupied Palestine, but still it was 
shot down in an open provocation and total disregard to Iraq's 
sovereignty. The American cowboy is pursuing his hostile actions 
against Iraq at a rime when he gives orders to Iraq's neighbours to 
send in their troops to destroy Iraq and cause disturbances in the 
south and the north of that country, the writer continues. While 
this is happenning, the U.S. administration discloses its intention 
of imposing humiliating conditions on Baghdad us a condition for. 
withdrawing the occupation forces from southern Iraq: and is in 
collusion with Britain and Israel over measures that should be 
adopted against the Iraqi people to deprive them of the means of 
survival and self-defence, the writer points out. Indeed, he says, 
the present situation is a source of humiliation to all Arabs, and 
not to the Iraqi people who are confronting a multitude of 
enemies and hostile forces. The writer ways that the Arab masses 
alone hold the key to the solution, by striking hard against 
American interests everywhere until the aggressors stop their 
atrocities against their Iraqi brothers and sisters. 


View from Amman 


By Kamel S. Abu Jaber 


And the Mideast’s merry- go-round goes round again 


NOW' THAT the Gulf crisis has been settled to the satisfaction of 
Israel, the Arab-Israeli conflict is once again entering its usual 
mcrry-go-round. Again there appears to be a lot of activity and 
noise when, in fact, no serious movement is really taking place. 
Though short in stature, Shamir happens to be a very accomplished 
magician capable of great feats of slight of hand. Ministers from 
various capitals of the West have been lured, as if hypnotised, to 
Israel, mouthing pious declamations about the correctness of the 
moment and the necessity of peace. Satisfied with their pilgrimage 
of homage to the great' Shaman-Shamir. they all return empty 
' handed while at the same rime thinking they have accomplished 
great deeds. 

No one in the whole world seems to know what Shamir wants 
except, perhaps. Shamir himself. And Shamir is not telling anyone 
anyway. And why should he when he gets rewarded for whatever 
he does or doesn’t do. In fact no one seems to be sure whether he 
did. nor did not indulge himself in this latest crisis. Yet anyway he 
continues to be rewarded for war damages. What war damages one 
may ask in a lucid moment yet one never gets any reply. Politicians 
from the West carrying gifts and tribute continue to come anway. 
Not to be outdone, the president of the United States. Mr. George 
Bush, will soon be arriving too bearing gifts. Like all those before, 
he too will have a ride on the merry-go-round and will go back 
smiling with satisfaction though with empty hands. After all. he too 
will think that the ’’folks.” "the voters back home” are happy with 
him. 

One of the characters in Alice in Wonderland says chat one has to 
run very fast to stay in the same place, which in Middle Eastern 
terms means, the more things seem to change, the more they stay 

Democracy, self- 
dangerous words 


the same. 

This writer, like millions of people throughout the world, had 
hoped that things might change as a result of this latest Gulf crisis. 
To be true, for a while, only a short moment, they seemed to have 
changed; at least the talk did. Yet as one Western politician after 
another comes and goes with a glazed look in his eyes and a 
satisfied smile on his lips though with empty hands, the old despair 
descends, like a heavy blanket, on the area once more. 

Black clouds are already gathering on the horizon. Talk is that it 
is Syria's turn now. Turn for what? What did Syria do or not do? No 
one knows and Shamir is once again not telling. Tie keeps his cards 
to himself. Sitting at the centre of the web of the international 
Zionist organisation with men like Kissinger elsewhere in the 
weave, Shamir calculates his moves with the usual deadly accuracy 
designed to kill not to reconcile. Only he and no one else knows the 
.right moment to strike. For here we go again with Shamir saying 
one thing. Levy another, Sharon yet something else, while the head 
of state, Herzog, now that he is no longer head of the secret service, 
cries very hard to sound pious and statesman-like, says something 
entirely different, that can be interpreted in any way by anyone: all 
the sounds are discordant and are orchestrated to say nothing. 
Whom do one believe? The premier, ostensibly angry with Sharon, 
or Cohen who keeps threatening to resign but never does?. 

Judging from the past, there seems to be no seriousness on the 
part of Israel or the Zionised United States to take firm steps 
towards peace. Speaking of Secretary of State James Baker’s 
“efforts” Mr. Bush says, “I am not putting any time frame...” on 
them. To the question “why not?’, one will get no answer. The 

determination — 
for U.S. 


By Alan Eisner 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — Democra- 
cy and self-determination have 
become two dangerous con- 
cepts in LLS. foreign policy. 

Democracy, which the Un- 
ited States for years urged on 
the Communist nations of 
Eastern Europe, suddenly 
threatens to destabilise some 
of its conservative allies in the 
Arab World. 

Self-determination, another 
pillar of American foreign poli- 
cy, could unleash chaos in the 
seething ethnic cauldrons of 
the Balkans, Central Europe, 
the Soviet Union and parts of 
the Middle East. 

“The United States faces a 
dilemma in the Middle East 
after the Gulf war: are we 
going to support the move'- in 
democracy or will we leave tfie 
future for regional powers? 7 ' 
said Graham Fuller of the 
Band Corporation Research 
Institute. 

Democracy is a key demand 
of the newly freed people of 
Kuwait. The government in 
now promising elections within 
a year and the consequences 
for neighbouring countries and 
the Arab World as a whole 
could be immense. 

“There is no status quo ante 
in Kuwait. The United States is 
going to have to face the con- 
sequences of democracy and it 
is going to be very destabilising 
for a considerable period of 
time,’’ said Fuller. 

But the United States, aware 
of the deep misgivings of its 


By Mohammad Zargham 
Reuter 

NICOSIA — Iran has settled its 
major differences with Saudi 
Arabia, completing a flurry of 
diplomatic fence-mending in the 
Gulf and laying claim to a greater 
role in the region following the 
end of the Gulf war. 

But President Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani, who kepi Iran neut- 
ral throughout the crisis over 
Iraq's occupation of Kuwait, may 
have laid himself open to charges 
from hardline opponents that be 
is moving too close to friends of 
the United States. 

Iranian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati said after talks 
with Saudi Foreign Minister 
Prince Saud Al Faisal in Muscat 
on Sunday that a formal declara- 
tion on resumption of des would 
be issued in 48 hours. 

Gull-based diploamts said 
Tehran and Riyadh bad reached 
agreement on a deal to end Iran's 
boycott of the annual haj. Muslim 
ipilgrimage. . slowing about 
100.000 Iranians to go to Mecca 
in Mav for the first time in four 


key ally Saudi Arabia, has 
stopped short of wholehearted- 
ly endorsing the call for Arab 
democracy. 

“Democracy is a two-edged 
sword. Islamic fundamentalists 
will be the principal benefi- 
ciaries of democracy and they 
prove to be undemocratic 
forces,” said Martin Indyk. 
director of the Washington In- 
stitute for Near East Policy. 

As seen from Washington, 
Muslim fundamentalists 
emerge winners of Arab World 
elections such as in Jordan and 
Algeria, because they are the 
best organised groups with the 
most coherent message for vo- 
ters. 

The present revolt in Iraq 
presents the United States with 
a stark challenge: Should 
Washington back President 
Saddam- Hussein's opponents 
— the Kurdish rebels in the 
north and the Shiite Muslims 
in the south? 

So far. the answer from the 
Bush administration has been 
no. Washington has repeatedly 
stated its opposition to Kurdish 
nationalist aspirations for a 
separate state and is less than 
enthusiastic about the prospect 
of the Shi’ite majority in Iraq 
taking power. 

“The Americans say they 
want to see Saddam Hussein 
go, but they are not happy at 
all about the alternative,” said 
Hoshyar Zebari, a spokesman 
for the Kurdistan Democratic 
Party of Iraq after speaking to 
congressmen in Washington last 
week'. 

“They are terrified about the 


prospect of a fundamentalist 
regime in Iraq. They prefer a 
takeover by the military or by 
(Saddam's rivals in) the Baath 
Party to keep order in Iraq.” 
he said. 

Harvard University scholar 
Laurie Mylroie said the United 
.States was failing to express 
long and deeply-held Amer- 
ican values as relating to the 
future of Iraq. 

“The passivity of the United 
States, and its unwillingness to 
express support for American 
values will cause the Shiites in 
Iraq to fum increasingly to 
Iran,” she said. 

Iraq also dramatises the 
other nightmare of American 
foreign policy — that long- 
supressed nationalist dreams 
will bubble up and disrupt the 
fragile stability of the Middle 
East, the Soviet Union and 
Central Europe. 

It is already happening in 
Yugoslavia, where the federal 
state is crumbling, to the dis- 
may of a Bush administration 
which finds itself helpless to 
influence events. Washington 
is confined to issuing state- 
ments appealing to Yugoslavs 
to reaffirm national unity. 

“The United States supports 
unity, democracy, and dia- 
logue in Yugoslavia,” State 
Department spokesman 
Richard Boucher said on Mon- 
day in the latest in a series of 
such pleas. 

The danger, as the United 
Slates sees it, even touches 
rdlatively stable countries like 
Czechoslovakia where several 


Iran makes up with 
Riyadh, paves way 
for bigger Gulf role 


The normalisation of ties with 
Riyadh follows Tehran's estab- 
lishment of diplomatic relations- 
with Britain, Tunisia, Maurita- 
nia, Iraq and Jordan in the seven 
months since Iraq invaded 
Kuwait. 

Saudi Arabia broke diplomatic 
relations with Iran in April 1988. 
accusing It of hostile acts nine 
months after 400 people, most of 
them Iranian pilgrims, died in 
dashes with Saudi polic near 
Islam's holiest shrine in Mecca. 

Basic differences still divide 
Iran's Shiite Muslim leaders and 
the conservative Sunni Muslim 
rulers in Saudi Arabia who in- 
vited several hundred thousands 
U.S. croops to defend their king- 
dom after Iraq invaded neigh- 
bouring Kuwait last August. 


Both countries claim lead- 
ership of the world's one billion 
Muslims. 

Iran's late supreme leader 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini 
said before his death in 1989 that 
even if he one day forgave Iraq’s 
Saddam Hussein, who fought 
Iran for eight years, he would 
never forgive Saudi King Fahd 
for the bloodshed in Mecca. 

The king said in January be had 
given Iraq S25.7 billion during 
and after the 1980-88 Iran -Iraq 
war in which Gulf Arabs fearful 
of Iran's intentions backed Sad- 
dam. 

But Rafsanjani needed normal 
ties with Saudi Arabia, the big- 
gest Gulf Arab state, to back up 
Iran's quest for a leading role in 
any regional security system after 


thousand separatist Slovaks 
last week booed President 
Vaclav Havel and demanded 
the right to form their own 
state. 

Ethnic Hungarians in Roma- 
nia. Turks in Bulgaria and 
Armenians in Turkey all have 
their own grievances bom of 
centuries of violent interac- 
tion. 

If Yugoslavia falls apart, the 
argument runs, can the Soviet 
Union be far behind? There, 
the United States supports the 
independence movements in 
the three Baltic republics of 
Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia 
because they were taken over 
by Stalin in 1940. 

But it does not back separat- ’ 
ists in Georgia, Armenia or the 
Ukraine or ethnic Romanians 
in Moldova who would like to 
reunite with their mother 
country. 

A State Department official 
said the United States meant 
what it said when it accepted 
the 1975 Helsinki final act 
freezing the borders of Europe 
in their post-1945 positions. 

“We don't think it would be 
helpful to start changing them • 
and it would complicate things 
for the whole world if the 
Soviet Union fell apart,” he - 
said. * 

The United States had little 
influence on such develop- 
ments but would use what it 
had to try to ensure that anv 
change took place peacefully 
and democratically. 

In the prevailing view here, 
that seems a- vain hope. 

Iraq's defeat. 

Iran, despite remaining neutral 
in the Gulf crisis, criticised Saudi 
Arabia for bringing American 
and other western forces to the 
region. It continues to demand 
the withdrawal of the western 
troops. 

Iran's neutrality won praise in 
the West, including signals from 
its arch-enemy Washington that it 
wants to discuss improving rela- 
tions broken a decade ago. 

But Iranian hardliners opposed 
to Rafsanjani's pragmatic di- 
plomacy have kept up their 
attacks on Saudi Arabia and King 
Fahd, who was likened to “gov- 
ernor of Alabama” 

Tehran newspapers quoted 
radical parliament deputy Ebra- 
him Asghazzadeh as saying in a 
meeting at Tehran University 
.that resuming ties with Riyadh 
and Egypt would hurt Iran's in- 
terests. 

A leading hardline mag azin e 
. said the statement by .Saudi Ara- 
bia and its Arab partners in the 
Gulf Cooperation Council that 
Iran should join future regional ■ 
security arrangements was a 
U.S.-inspired scheme to contain 
Iran. 


LETTERS 

Lingering questions 


To the Editor: 


AS a doctor who is concerned about saving lives, I was of course 
distressed about the possibility of the use of weapons of mass 
destruction during the Gulf war, but I was particularly alarmed by 
the possible use of biological weapons and the effects it could 
have on people. 

Perhaps though the most mindboggling issue to me was when ■ 
the Cubed States bombed water, sanitation and sewage facilities 
creating alarm over the prospects of spreading epidemics Md 
threatening the lives of 18 million people, with cholera, typhoid, 
diarrhoea, meningitis and other water borne diseases, not to 
forget its rapid spreading effects into neighbouring countries. 

I would like the UNICEF and WHO organisations to please 


clarify how they ftould qualify and define the bombing and 
destruction of water and sanitation sewage networks, in Iraq, that 
are so essential in containing and eliminating spreading infectious 
diseases and viruses. Is not what happened in Iraq a means of 
biological warfare? Was the USA security so much endangered by 
'Iraq to justify their horrific action to be taken by the boldest 
'and strongest nation in the world? How could it be explained to a 
mother whose babies have just died with diarrhoea that bombing 
the sewage system in Baghdad was a priority in winning the war in 
Kuwait and that Bush is' not against the Iraqi people and be is an 
honourable man? 

Jtmeid Mahmoud. M.D., 
Amman . 


question is the more relevant in view of Mr. Blah’s recent 
meSousness in sticking to deadlines with regard to the Gulf 
crisis But then Mr. Bush would no doubt answer that sure y the 
two matters are different and that while this may appear like a 
double standard, it is really not the case... we Arabs are just 
imagining things- that is all. We Arabs need to change the way we 
look at things. 

The double talk and the Orwellian “double-speak” has already 
reappeared in full force. Shamir insists (hat he will not talk to 
President Arafat. No one knows why especially since Mr. Arafat 
says he does not mind talking to Mr. Shamir and in view of the fact 
that Mr. Bush has been dropping hints that he may talk to Abu 
Am mar. 

As for the future, it seems locked as firmly as ever in the past. 
Both Mr. Bush and Shamir are running for reelection next year 
with their eyes, as usual, riveted not on accommodation or peace, 
but on political gains. Neither has the capability or the will and 
determination to step outside the circle of his own limited vision 
and take the bold decisions that must be taken. Both are tied 
to the twin tether of their past commitments and opinion polls. It is 
thus written that both will do what they have done in the past • — 
strike against the helpless body of the Arab World that made itself 
the more helpless in this past Gulf crisis. And now that the 
merry-go-round made its full turn, we Arabs find ourselves in the 
same spot though more prostrate. And our leaders too, wherever 
they may be, and with very few exceptions, are already astride their 
wooden horses going round and round on the meny-go-round in 
hopeless- anticipation of catching the brass ring. 


Arab League, 
recovering from 
war, to examine 
treaty failure 


By Jonathan Wright 

Reuter 

CAIRO — The Arab League, 
one of the fust victims of the 
Gulf conflict, is planning a 
close look at what went wrong 
with a 1950 defence treaty de- 
signed to deal with crises like 
Iraq's invasion of Kuwait. 

The league is preparing for 
its first post-war meeting in 
Cairo on March 30. A senior 
official of the grouping said 
this would be a step towards a 
renewed commitment by mem- 
ber states to take their treaty 
obligations seriously. 

The Arab League charter 
prohibits the' use of force by 
member states against other 
members. If one invades 
another, the league council can 
decide on military measures to 
force it out. 

The system did not work in 
the Kuwait crisis last August 
because the league acted only 
after the United States started 
sending troops to “defend” 
Saudi Arabia. 

A narrow minority of states 
saw U.S. intervention as more 
dangerous than the Iraqi inva- 
sion itself. 

A pro-Kuwaiti group led by 
Egypt and Saudi Arabia won 
its way at league meetings, 
with a majority of one or 
two votes. The prestige of the 
institution hit rock bottom and 
the secretary general, Ctaedli 
Klibi of Tunisia, resigned. “We 
bad a tragic crisis which was 
unfortunately a setback for the 
league's efforts... We have for 
some time been working very 
hard to overcome the mis- 
understandings which took 
place," Adrian Omran, an assi- 
tant secretary-general of the 
league, told Reuters Wednes- 
day. 


— the six Gulf states, Egypt, 
Syria, Algeria, Djibouti, 
Morocco, Somalia, Sudan and 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO). 

Those missing include Iraq 
and four countries widely , 
seen as sympathetic to Bagh- j 
dad — Jordan, Mauritania, 
Tunisia and Yemen. 

The other two states are. 
Lebanon and Libya. 

IBs Majesty King Hussein 
and Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi discussed the ledgue 
meeting by telephone and the 
official Libyan news agency, 
JANA said they agreed all 
states should attend. 

Omran, a. Syrian, 'said, he 
saw signs that Arab states were 
^coming back to the league as 
"the institution which embodied 
Arab aspirations to joint de- 
fence arid economic coopera- 
tion. 

Two meetings of Arab re- 
gional groupings this month 
had specifically called for a 
stronger Arab League, he said. 

These were the summit in 
Libya of the five-nation Arab 
Maghreb Union and the meet- 
ing in Damascus of eight coun- 
tries to agree on Egyptian and w 
Syrian participation in a post- " 
war peacekeeping force for the 
Gulf. 

Diplomats say the March 30 
meeting will show how far 
countries on each side of the 
Arab divide are willing to go to 
patch up the differences which 
brought the league to its knees. 

Some of the “losers” have 
already started making over- 
tures to the “winners,” who 
emerged from the war diplo- 
matically and militarily stron- 
ger. 

Officials in the Gulf states, 
particularly Kuwait, said it 
would take time to heel the 


We had a tragic crisis which was unfortunately a 
setback for the league’s efforts. We have for 
sometime been working very hard to overcome the 
misunderstanding which took place. 


Omran, who moved to Cairo 
■earlier this year when the 
league transferred its head- 
quarters hack from Tunis, said 
the weakness was not with the 
league itself but with the mem- 
ber states. 

“We have the (mutual de- 
fence) mechanism which is an 
excellent one but there is a lack 
of commitment by member 
states. We cannot deny that in 
the 70s and 80s the commit- 
ment towards this document 
was not as we wished it to be,” 
he said. 

“We need to reexamine 
what went wrong,” he added. 

Omran said 16 of the 21 
Arab states had so far con- 
firmed they would take part in 
the March 30 meeting, a regular 
twioe-yeariy session of the 
Arab League Council, usually 
attended by foreign ministers. 

The acting secretary genera] , 
Asaad Al Asaad, told repor- 
ters the legaue had written 
agreement from 14 members 


rift. 

The atmosphere has again 
been soured by widespread re- 
Kuwaiti soldiers and 
civilians have taken revenge on 
Jordanians and Palestinians 
alleged to have collaborated 
wfth_ Iraqi troops in Kuwait . 
a.uring the seven-month r 
occupation. 

Omran said the league’s 
move to Cairo, a traumatic 
political event because of Tuni- 
sian resistance, had not been 
easy and the organisation’s 
staff was only at 70 per cent of 
strength. Many Tunisian em- 
ployees resigned last year. 

But work on the hurriedly- 
renovated headquarters birild- 
tngis almost complete, he said. 

He said the question of 
appointing a new secretary 
general to replace Klibi was' 
one for the future.” F* 5 
Egypt is expected to lobby 
2J. an Egyptian candidate but 
will not start the process until it 
a ssured of unanimous sup- 
port, diplomats said. 
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Jordan Muslim fundamentali s ts losing popularity I still early to return to emirate: 


By Raoa Sabbagh 

Reuter 

AMMAN — Jordan’s Muslim 
Fundamentalists appear to be 
losing popularity 3fter joining 
the government three months 
ago. 

They have been hurt by not 
delivering on pledges to ease 
economic problems and launch 
jihad to help Iraq. 

A resident of a Palestinian 
refugee camp in Amman said 
that in the three weeks since 
the Gulf war ended sympathy 
for the Muslim Brotherhood 
had declined rapidly — a trend 
which officials and politicians 
confirm but the organisation 
itself disputes. 

“They had almost 100 per 
cent support, now it is no more 
than 65 per cent because they 
did not do much of what they 
promised us." the Palestinian 
said. 

"Their popularity is going 
downhill," said Jalal Moham- 
med. a translator at a relief 
agency and a devout Muslim. 
“Which of their promises in 
parliament or in the govern- 
ment they have delivered? 
They are losing credibility." 

The Brotherhood's candi- 
date lost badly to a secular 
nationalist in Jordan's bar 
association elections last week 
— unlike other elections in the 
past two years in which it won 


Iraqi 


(Coatmocd from- page 1) 

tion to collect arms, however, 
was not only a factor that 
prevented or delayed mass 
protests in Baghdad — which is 
the main centre for Iraqi intel- 
lectuals and veteran politi- 
cians. 

Many Iraqis interviewed 
seemed to be taken aback by 
the violent rebellion in the 
south and the north. If they 
were thinking of a revolution, 
at least the intellectuals, they 
could not identify with pre- 
dominantly Shiite dissidents in 
the south and the Kurdish re- 
bels in the north. 

“The violence in the south 
and the north provided (Presi- 
dent) Saddam with the oppor- 
tunity to elicit his people’s sup- 
port against sectarian dissent 
and foreign intervention while 
it gave the Iraqis in Baghdad a 
chance to seriously reflect on 
the future instead of acting 
upon impulse,” said the uni- 
versity professor interviewed 
by the Jordan Times. 

In the words of a Baathist 
activist, the fear of Shiite secta- 
rian violence had temporarily 
brought the Sunnis and the 
Baathists together — therefore 
the regime and the president 
appeared to be the only safety 
valve for the immediate future. 

But officials in the govern- 
ment concede that the out- 
come of the war has widened 
the Gulf between the lead- 
ership and the people and that 
it would be extremely difficult 
to restore the leadership's cre- 
dibility'. 

The leadership has so far 
benefilied from the fact the 
opposition, which is based 
abroad, does not have the 
needed credibility to lead the 
Iraqis due to its foreign links. 
Iranian connections and lack of 
organisational grassroots struc- 
ture in the country. 

“We know that the people 
would prefer a nationalist gov- 
ernment to one with foreign 
links but we cannot take this 
for granted if frustration and 
anger reached the point of 
explosion. For if people are 
driven to despair they will fol- 
low any leader who might de- 
liver 3nd save them from their 
difficult living conditions.” 
commented a well placed 
Baathist party member. 

Officials are also aware that 
the war pushed to the surface 
all of the shortcomings of the 
regime and its record of repres- 
sion. “It is (President Sad- 
dam’s) fault. He did not give a 
breathing space and instead he 
has alienated many decent and 
qualified intellectuals).” said 
an Iraqi artist. 

But the most striking aspect 
of criticism of President Sad- 
dam is that many — including 
those who loved and loathed 
him alike before the war — say 
that their bitterness was mostly 
brought about by the defeat 
and that he could have sus- 
tained and increased his sup- 
port among them if he had 
won. 

Iraqi opponents of their 
president argue that the most 
catastrophic outcome of the 
war was that the U.S. had ■ 
achieved its goal of destroying 
and weakening Iraq. 

"Saddam had made us feel 
proud of being Iraqis after the 
Iraqi-Iranian war and when he 
emerged as the most influential 
leader in the Arab World." 
said a physician. "Why he 


sweeping victories against lef- 
tist and liberal opponents. 

Soda! and religious conser- 
vatism has long been the rule 
in Jordan but the Kingdom has 
also projected an air of relative 
tolerance. liberalism and open- 
ness to the outside world. 

The Brotherhood came to 
political favour over the past 
two years against a background 
of deepening economic prob- 
lems in Jordan, worsened by 
the Gulf crisis. 

A leading political analyst 
said the party might be able to 
weather declining popularity, 
saying: “They remain the best 
organised and the biggest poli- 
tical group in Jordan. A com- 
eback cannot be ruled out.” 

A spokesman for the 
Brotherhood group in parlia- 
ment — the biggest single bloc 
— said there was no proof their 
popularity had eroded and it 
was unfair to judge their role in 
government in such a short 
period. 

“We cannot rule out that the 
popularity of a political group 
can go up or down. But when 
we speak of the popularity of 
the Muslim Brotherhood in 
Jordan, we speak with com- 
plete confidence." he said. 

"People emerged thwarted 
from the Gulf war. this was 
reflected in a decline of in- 
terest in politics.” 

The Brotherhood’s next test 
will be when Jordan takes fresh 


allowed the U.S. and others to 
lure us into the Kuwaiti trap 
and humiliate us tike that. 1 do 
not really know," the physician 
added. 

Although many Iraqis in 
Baghdad, who were inter- 
viewed before the war had said 
that they did not support the 
Iraqi occupation of Kuwait, 
many were arguing now that 
President Saddam should have 
either withdrawn long before 
the Jan. 15 deadline or con- 
tinued the fight until the end. 

What torments many in 
Baghdad is that the leadership, 
including President Saddam, 
has not said a word to explain 
the decision to withdraw, giv- 
ing rise to speculation and 
rumours about treachery 
among the president’s aides 
and other similar stories. 

A soldier interviewed after 
he came back to Baghdad from 
Kuwait said the troops’ morale ; 
was completely shaken once 
soldiers heard that the presi- 
dent had accepted the Soviet 
peace initiative which involved 
an Iraqi withdrawal. 

“I and others felt that that if 
he was withdrawing anyhow 
why should we die here," the 
young soldier said. "But it 
would have been even better if 
he had ordered an immediate 
pullout then and not after the 
beginning of the ground 
assault. .. we were already con- 
fused." the soldier added. 

Iraqi officials said that the 
leadership believed it could 
withdraw the troops and equip- 
ment safely into Iraqi territor- 
ies. They subsequently felt 
tricked by the allied forces 
which attacked the withdraw- 
ing troops both in Kuwait and 
inside Iraqi te rritory. The offi- 
cials’ contentions implied that 
there were some sort of prom- 
ises not to attack the withdraw- 
ing troops, but these could not 
be substantiated. They also ac- 
cused Iran of stabbing Iraq in 
the back by sending armed 
infiltrators into Iraq’s south to 
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steps toward democracy by 
opening its political system to 
other parties under a national 
charter drafted under royal de- 
cree. 

The government banned all 
parties in 1957 but allowed the 
Brotherhood, banned or res- 
tricted in many othef Arab 
countries, to operate to ba- 
lance the effect of leftists. 

It has not lifted the ban but 
allowed known leftist party 
members to run in the Novem- 
ber 1989 parliamentary elec- 
tions. the first in two decades. 

The Brotherhood made 
huge gains in those elections 
on promises that Islam held the 
answers to Jordan's economic, 
social and political ills. A year 
later, Abdul Latif Arabiyat 
was elected the first Brother- 
hood House speaker. 

Five Brotherhood members 
later joined the government, 
the first to become ministers 
since Jordan was created in 
1921. They took the portfolios 
of Islamic affairs, education, 
social development, agricul- 
ture and health. 

Former sympathisers said 
what probably harmed the 
group most was its assertion 
that divine providence would 
ensure Iraq would win the Gulf 
war — in which U.S.-led west- 
ern and Arab forces defeated 
the Iraqi army and drove it 
from Kuwait. 


instigate a rebellion seizing the 
opportunity of the allied 
forces* incursion into Iraqi 
territory. 

But. as long as the riddle of the 
withdrawal remains unsolved, 
many Iraqis feel let down by 
the leadership and promises 
for democratisation — unless 
accompanied by swift practical 
measures — would not be 
enough to heal the wounds of 
the injured pride of a histor- 
ically struggling nation. 

Prince 

(Continued from page 1) 

the Jordanian side by His Majesty 
King Hussein's Political Adviser 
Adnan Abu Odeh and the Jorda- 
nian ambassador to Canada. 

The Crown Prince also met 
with several members of the 
Foreign Affairs Committee at the 
Canadian parliament. 

Jordan aid 

(Continued from page 1) 

going to succeed in fending it off 
(the aid-cessation movement) un- 
less we have a pretty clear-cut 
statement” from the administra- 
tion explaining why it is essential 
to continue that aid. 

Mr. Kelly assured the chairman 
that his office could provide such 
a letter. One congressman said he 
wanted to see such a letter pub- . 
lished in his hometown newspap- 
er in order to assuage consti- 
tuents when he votes to let the aid 
continue. 

The administration believes 
that Jordan is critical in that 
region, Mr. Kelly said. '‘It’s cri- 
tical politically, it’s critical geog- 
raphically, it’s critical sociologi- 
cally. It's critical because of the 
water problem," Mr. Kelly said. 

“Any look at the map." he 
explained, "demonstrates why 
any comprehensive settlement in 
the Middle East has got to 
address and involve Jordan. Jor- 


"They promised their fol- 
lowers Iraq would win the war, 
they called on them to launch 
jihad to help Baghdad fight a 
crusade by infidels against 
Muslims and to liberate Pales- 
tine,” said a Jordanian politi- 
cian.. ‘But none of thai came 
true.” 

Their spokesman rejected 
this criticism, saying talk of 
victory against the allies should 
not have been taken literally. 

"An Islamic understanding 
of victory is not decided by the 
results of one battle but by the 
end result. It is enough that 
this war has unmasked the face 
of America... and proved that 
it is enemy number one of the 
world's nations.” 

The Brotherhood, which in- 
sists on the return of all Pales- 
tine to the Palestinians, joined 
a government whose policy on 
the Arab-Israeli conflict has 
been based on United Nations 
resolutions demanding an ex- 
change of land for peace. 

Some government sources 
said entering the cabinet, a 
controversial move within the’ 
Brotherhood, was hypocritical 
when they opposed the resolu- 
tions. The Brotherhood 
spokesman said his group 
would maintain a tough stand 
on Middle East peace. 

"We believe the Brother- 
hood will not stay a day longer 


dan is critical because of the 
influence that King Hussein and 
the government have over 
Palestinians, broadly, and there 
may be a role for Jordan — may 
be a role — we're not sure at this 
juncture," Mr. Kelly called U.S. 
military and economic assistance 
to the Middle East “significant 
tools” in U.S. efforts to "bring 
stability to the region,” and he 
said such policy was validated 
during the Gulf war. 

Asked if the United States was 
"retaliating" against other coun- 
tries. such as Yemen, which had 
not supported the coalition in the 
Gulf crisis by cutting assistance. 
Mr. Kelly said the United States 
was simply reflecting where U.S. 
priorities lie now. 

According to Mr. Kelly, there 
will be no U.S. security assistance 
for 1992 in the budget for Yemen, 
and the United States plans to 
reduced developmental assist- 
ance to that country. • 

Mr. Kelly said the United 
States hopes that Yemen will 
“reexamine its positions and 
move in a direction that would 
allow development of a -more 
cooperative relationship." 

attack 

(Cootimied from page 1) 

been banned from entering cen- 
tral Israel for eight weeks after 
the Jan. 17 start of the Gulf war. 
The move was intended to pre- 
vent violence by pro-Iraqi Palesti- 
nians. 

Last Sunday, police began to 
allow Palestinian workers with 
special permits to return to Tel 
Aviv and Haifa. 

Israeli loops on patrol near the 
ceasefire line in the occupied 
West Bank shot and killed two 
infiltrators during a predawn fire 
fight Friday, the military com- 
mand said. 

It said the clash occurred at 
about 3 a:m. (0100 GMT) in the 
northern part of the Jordan Val- 
ley, near a Jewish settlement. 


if the government im- 
plemented its policy and recog- 
nised the Jewish entity's right 
to exist on the land of Pales- 
tine,” he said. 

The Brotherhood's oppo- 
nents criticise it for focusing on 
moral issues instead of econo- 
mic problems. 

Brotherhood deputies want 
Jordan to follow Islamic Sharia 
law. to ban interest, which they 
regard as usury, and to tighten 
moral standards. But they say 
they will rely on persuasion, 
nor force. 

They have won a ban on 
alcohol on Royal Jordanian 
flights to several Arab and 
Muslim capitals and forced the 
state-controlled media to en- 
sure they respect Islamic 
perceptions of morality. 

Parliament passed a law pre- 
venting women inheriting the 
same amount of land as their 
brothers, sweeping away prop- 
erty rights in place since the 
Ottoman empire. 

Now, Brotherhood members 
are working on a law to ban 
alcohol in Jordan though few 
officials believe they will suc- 
ceed. 

Their scattered liberal oppo- 
nents in Parliament joined 
together last week and banned 
them from passing laws that 
would have forced all banks to 
stop using interest. 


"An Israeli patrol spotted the 
guerrillas and opened fire, killing 
two of them in a fire exchange," 
the army command said in a 
statement. There were no Israeli 
casualties, it said. 

Israel Radio reported that the 
guerrillas were the first to open 
fire after crossing the line. 

The guerrillas were both in 
their 20s. They were dressed in 
civilian clothes and carried 
Soviet-designed Kalashnikov 
assault rifles, the army said. No 
further details about them were 
released. 


Fate of Kuwait expatriates unclear 


By P.V. Vwekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan and various 
international agencies and orga- 
nisations remain in close touch 
over efforts to ensure the even- 
tual return to Kuwait of Jorda- 
nian and Palestinian expatriates 
who left the emirate during the 
Gulf crisis, but possess valid 
documents for residence there. 
However, the situation in Kuwait 
remains unclear and reports of 
vindictive mistreatment of the ex- 
patriates remaining in the emirate 
have further clouded the picture, 
they say. 

"The Jordanian government 
has been in touch with the con- 
. cemed international organisa- 
tions over the fate of Jordanian 
and Palestinian expatriates." said 
a senior official. "The situation in 
Kuwait is under close study, but 
there is no immediate possibility 
of ensuring that the expatriates 
are allowed to return,” he said. 

An international relief agency 
official noted that the Kuwaiti 
authorities were not allowing the 
immediate return of any big num- 
ber of Kuwaiti citizens who had 
fled and sought shelter in Arab 
and European countries. Against 
this backdrop, “it is wishful 
' thinking that expatriates — ex- 
cept those whose services are 
most essentially needed — would 
be allowed to return immediate- 
ly," the official said. 

The official noted that basic 
services such as water and power 
supply and proper distribution of 
food have not yet been organised 
in Kuwait. “It would take several 
months before living conditions 
could be called bearable there." 
he added. 

No precise number is available 
on Jordanians and Jordanian 
document-holders who have left 
Kuwait and are now in the King- 
dom. Estimates range from 
1 70.000 to 400.000. Many of them 
have lived in Kuwait for decades 


Palestinians Iraqi jet 


(Co ntiu u ed from page 1) 

-gunmen. 

Officials and diplomats in 
Kuwait say government is taking 
action to curb excesses against 
Palestinians by troops and militia- 
men bunting suspected collabor- 
ators. 

The United States has told 
Kuwait it must observe interna- 
tionally accepted standards of hu- 
man rights and should build a 
more open society. 

Assistant Secretary of State 
John Kelly said Wednesday 
Washington had told Kuwaiti au- 
thorities not to take reprisals 
against those it believed collabo- 
rated wkh Iraq during its seven- 
month occupation of the emirate.. 

In Amman, a PLO official 
warned this week of revenge if 
the killing of Palestinians in 
Kuwait continued and urged the 
world to protect them. 

“We urge the international 
humanitarian organisations and 
all countries concerned with find- 
ing a just peace to stop these 
slaughters in Kuwait,” Moham- 
mad Miihem, a member of the 
PLO executive, told Reuters. 

“Their continuation will de- 
finitely lead to revenge and re-, 
taliation and start a vicious cir- 
cle,” he said. 


(Cooftroed from page 1) 

members of the Iraqi opposition 
move to northern Iraq to study the 
I ijew development and discuss the 
possibility of forming a provision- 
al government,’.’ he. said in a 
statement released by his London 
office. 

A spokesman for the Islamic 
Daw'a Party told Reuters in 
Damascus that the Republican 
Guards were stopping people 
from outside entering Baghdad. 

‘The (state op siege came after 
the regime got information about 
a possible military coup whose 
organisers were not known,” he 
claimed. "Units of the Republi- 
can Guard which protect Saddam 
have been placed around Bagh- 
dad and only vehicles of the 
Republican Guards are being- 
allowed to enter the city.” 

Baghdad Radio broadcast nor- 
mal programmes Friday. 

Hoshyar Zebari, a spokesman 
for the KDP. said any provisional 
government would include mem- 
bers of the various opposition 
factions. He said Mr. Baizani 
issued his invitation to all the 
leaders of the joint action com- 
mittee, a coalition of Iraqi 
opposition factions formed last 
December. 

r In heavy fighting near Mosul. 
Kurdish guerrillas said they over- 
ran an Iraqi military base, killing 


and have tbeir savings frozen in 
Kuwaiti, banks. 

There are three categories of 
Jordanian and Palestinian ex- 
patriates: Those who hold regular 
five-year Jordanian passports i.e. 
Jordanian citizens, some of wbom 
are of West Bank and Gaza ori- 
gin: West Bankers who Gazans 
who hold two-year Jordanian 
passports, which only serve as 
documents to facilitate their 
travel outside the Israeli- 
occupied terrftanes; Gasans who 
hold Egyptian teissez passer and 
find it difficult to return to the 
occupied strip through Egypt and 
are denied awry across the River 
Jordan by the occupation author- 
ities. 

At least two international 
agencies have contacted the 
Kuwaiti authorities over the issue 
of return of expatriates. But none 
of them has received any re- 
sponse. sources said. 

"At this point it is understand- 
able that the Kuwaiti authorities 
are unable to«et any timeframe 
for the return of . expatriates." 
noted a senior international agen- 
cy official. "But there cannot be 
any mistaking the fact that the 
issue has turned political.” he 
said referring w reports of mis- 
treatment of Jordanians and 
Palestinians by Kuwaiti elements 
for what is perceived as then- 
support for Iraq and collabora- 
tion with the Iraqis during the 
seven-month occupation of the 
emirate. 

While most activities of the 
intematiowakagencies in Amman 
were so far devoted to handling 
the problems etf people leaving 
Iraq and Kuwait, said the official, 
“tiie focus is now shifting to 
political undercurrents and this is 
an area where international agen- 
cies can accomplish very little 
expect through gentle persua- 
sion.” 

"It will mostly depend on the 
parties directly involved and how 
the situation develops.” the offi- 

dozens of defenders, raking 500 
Iraqi soldiers prisoners and cap- 
turing a doror tanks, armoured 
personnel ca wie r s and all the 
military equipment on the base. 

Sanctions 


dal asserted. "International laws 
and norms fade into the back- 
ground and international agen- 
des could do very little when 
dealing with issues of political 
relations between two sovereign 
states," he noted. 

Ironically, some governments 
have contacted the International 
Organisation for Migration 
(IOM) with requests to arrange 
the transportation back to Kuwait 
of fbeir nationals who left the 
emirate after the Iraqi invasion in 
August. “It is a totally different 
kind of situation." noted Alfred 
Kottek, chief of the IOM mission 
in Amman. "It was an emergency 
when hundreds of thousands of 
people left Kuwait in the middle 
of the crisis and international 
agencies had to step in with 
help.” he noted. "Now. their 
return has to be arranged by their 
respective employers in line with 
the concerned laws and regula- 
tions. If the IOM could help in 
any way we are willing to do so.” 

The’ IOM. an inter- 
governmental agency which has 
mainly been concentrating on 
movement of people from East- 
ern Europe to the West and the 
flow of "boat people” from Viet- 
nam as well as migration ’ from 
areas of conflict, has handled the 
return home through Jordan of 
over 160,000 evacuess front Iraq 
and Kuwait since August. 

The Kuwait government has 
been sending conflicting signals 
over its intentions over the ex- 
patriate community which num- 
bered about 1.2 million before 
the Iraqi invasion. While some 
officials have said that everyone 
who possessed a valid document 
to stay in Kuwait would be . 
allowed to return and resume 
work, others have said that the 
emirate has adopted a very selec- 
tive approach to the issue and 
might give preference to nation- 
als of those countries which are 
members of the anti-Iraq coali- 
tion. 


sion. 

In another development at the 
United Notions, the Umted 
States has p»Dposed thar Iraq 
agree to destroy its nuclear 
weapons-grade materials and bal- 
listic missiles, as well as chemical 
and biological weapons. 

U.S. officials stressed that 
Security Council members were 
still negdtiating the fine points of 
the proposed resolution, which 
effectively would set the require- 
ments for Iraq to gain a perma- 
nent ceasefire. 

. Mr. Ahtisaari warned that Iraq 
faced an "imminent catastrophe” 
of epidemics and famine if food, 
feel and other equipment was not 
sent immediately. 

The report by^rtr. Ahtisaari of 
Finland, who had just completed 
a mission to Iraq, called on the 
international community help 
Iraq in restoring agriculture, wa- 
ter, sanitarian and health needs. 

"It is unnastakeable that the 
Iraqi people may soon free a 
further imminent catastrophe, 
which could indude epidemic and 


famine, if massive life-supporting 
needs are not rapidly met." Mr. 
Ahtisam said in the report. 

Kuwaitis- 

. .. jCu nthmrd j) j 

AOgS‘2, met the firSf batto’iit the 
airport. • 

Some of the Kuwaitis returned 
home only to be incarcerated 
agam by the military. 

Only 150 Kuwaiti citizens ar- 
rived in Kuwait by late afternoon 
to the happy cri$s of their wives 
and kisses of their children, were 
alowed to return home to their 
families. 

The rest, an estimated 300 
men. were taken to a military 
camp outside Kuwait City be- 
cause, although they served in 
Kuwait's security forces, they 
were not Kuwaiti citizens, 
according to Yusuf A1 Khawari, 
an official at Kuwait's ministry of 
justice. 

Mr. Khawari, who is involved 
in RaWs effort, said the men 
wonM undergo further identity 
checks and then be given to their 
army, police or national guard 
units. 

But other Kuwaiti officials, 
who spoke on condition of anony- 
mity, said they believed the men 
wotrid be held and then deported 
in line with a government desire 
to decrease the number of fore- 
igner in the country. 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

PACKMG, AIR FREIGH1 
FORWARDING , OOQR-tO 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES. CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 

AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

^TEL. 604676 6C4696 ^ 
P.O.BOX 7806 



RENT 


f 4 Rents- Sale . 

Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

* Also many lots of land are 
available for sale. 

For further details, please 
call 

Abdoun Real 


raL 810005, 810600, 
610520, 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Mai Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Takm mm aytm mwwMwMm 



Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnigbt 

TeL63*968 


F^£K.INC I'JcSTflUftAN-f) 


A 

Cl 

Cl 


elegant 
colorful atmosphere 

moderate prices 



DDA-DQ 


Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 

CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept 687821/22 


' CHEN’S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 -3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight y 


STUDIO HAIG 

Profcssknrai ^Quality at 
1 Hour SWTO 
Develop your colour film at 
oar shop and get> 


JUMBO phot* 
m 30% In er 


* Free 

mmmt 20 x 30 cm 


Shmebanj - Opp. .Grmdlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


AT exdtem gift sbop^. 

ff Kalian shoes, vi 

If leather goods, 

I] PsrfuweGjighters, 

0 watbhes,pens, 
if silverware, 

B porcelain, 

R -crystalware" eta. 

»nwanf - Gtiwflays Bank . 

Td. 888 457 


W & 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Deity 12.30-3^0 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

Alter the PMWelphia HoM 

Towards 3rd circle 


The faget4 i/ f' l 2t oce Hotel 

PRESS 

CENTER 

Facilities 


YOUR ONLY WAY 
For Your First Class Carac 
Our Fast Class Service 

SaeLawSAIr Cargo Specialists 

. Call Now: 819560 -B19$9o 
Fax : 9626-819683 
Tlx : 22100 ZWA JO 
' OR 

\ Write To; P.O.Box 12 

AMMAN - JORDAN / 

The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room-.! 


Amman -Tel. 66819^^ 
P.O.Box 9403 -Fax 602434 

Tetex.g888pAR0-n.jo 

*eeei Residence For 
Expatriates and 
— Businessman 








r t 



Marseille drawn against Spartak Graf fails again 


Moscow in European Cup 


GENEVA iR) — Marseille, who 
knocked out double champions 
AC Milan this week, were drawn 
against Soviet Union side Spartak 

Moscow in the semifinals of the 
European Cup Friday. 

Marseille, bidding to become 
the first French club to win a 
European soccer trophy, travel to 
Moscow for the first leg on April 
10 against the side who crushed 
Real Madrid in Spain Wednes- 
day 

In the other semifinal, Bundes- 
liga champions Bayern Munich 
are at home in the first leg to Red 
Star Belgrade of Yugoslavia, 
w hose match in eastern Germany 
this week was abandoned because 
of crowd violence. 

Red Star beat East German 
champions Dynamo Dresden in 
the quarter-finals, but their 
second leg match Wednesday was 
called off in the 45th minute as 
riot police used a water cannon to 
clear fans from the front of the 
terraces. 

The Yugoslavs. 5-0 winners in 
the first leg. were leading 2-1 
when fans throwing cans, stones 
and other missiles on to the pitch 
forced the referee to stop the 
match. 

The second leg matches are on 
Aprii 24. 

Marseille official Jcan-Louis 
Levrault said; "Wc are not too 
pleased with the draw and having 
to travel to the Soviet Union. 

"Spartak Moscow cannot be 
underestimated after they put out 
hot favourites Real Madrid.” 

The European Cup Winners' 
Cup draw paired Manchester Un- 


ited with Legia Warsaw of Po- 
land, offering the prospect of an 
English club reaching a final in 
their first season back in Europe 
after a five-year exile. 

United, who beat Montpellier 
2-0 in France Tuesday to reach 
the semifinals, were kept away 
from Spanish and Italian giants 
Barcelona and Juventus. 

Manchester United secretary 
Kenneth Marett. whose side 
travel to Poland for the first leg. 
said; "This could be a good omen 
for us.” 

“We played a Polish club, Gor- 
nik. in 1968, the year we won the 
European Cup.” 

Legia surprised Poland's soccer 
critics with their 3-2 quarter-final 
triumph over Cup Winners’ Cup 
holders and Italian league leaders 
Sampdoria. drawing 2-2 in Genoa 
Wednesday. 

UEFA Cup holders Juvennu, 
overwhelming victors against 
Liege of Belgium in the last 
round, play the Spanish League 
leaders in Barcelona in the first 
leg in a meeting many observers 
would have preferred reserved 
for the final. 

The UEFA Cup could see an 
all-Italian final for the second 
successive year after Roma and 
Internazionale were kept apart in 
the semifinals. 

Roma play Brondby, the first 
Danish side to reach the last four 
of a European club competition, 
with the first leg in Denmark. 

Brondby have conceded only 
two goals in their eight cup ties, 
accounting for top German side 
Eintracht Frankfurt and this 


United seeks to reproduce 
European form in league 


LONDON i R» — Manchester Un- 
ited return to domestic action 
after their European triumph 
•.pin*; Mcnipeilier hoping to re- 
prwlj.'c the winning touch in the 
English League Saturday. 

United, at home to’ Luton, 
have not won a first division game 
for more than two months, with 
their last victory coming against 
Sunderland, on Jan. 12. 

They will be without midfielder 
Paul Ince, who suffered a badly 
gashed thigh in United's 2-0 Cup 
Winners’ Cup win at French club 
Montpellier Tuesday. 

Incc’s injury further weakens a 
midfield already missing Neil 
Webb, who has cracked ribs, but 
manager Alex Ferguson is confi- 
dent of beating Luton, who have 
lost their liisi six games against 
United and conceded 15 goals in 
the process. 

League lcadcs Arsenal travel 
to mid-table Norwich without 
striker Paul Meison. who dam- 
aged ankle ligaments in Wednes- 
day’s !-l draw with Nottingham 
Forest. 

But manager George Graham, 
whose side are a point ahead of 
second-placed Liverpool, has 


both Swedish intematinai Anders 
Limpar and perry Groves fit 
again. 

After dropping a point at home 
for only the third time : this 
season, Graham is anxious for 
Arsenal to take three points off 
Norwich, especially with Liver- 
pool visiting bottom dub Derby. 

Derby have won only twice at 
home this season, and Liverpool 
appear to have recovered their 
form following the resignation of 
Manager Kenny Dalglish, with 
two successive victories. 

Leeds United and Crystal 
Palace, fourth and third respec- 
tively, dash at Elland Road in a 
match which could determine 
who wins a place in next season's 
UEFA Cup. 

If Liverpool snatch the title and 
Arsenal win the F.A. Cup, or 
Liverpool fail to be readmitted to 
Europe, the team finishing third 
will represent England in the 
UEFA Cup. 

Battle-weary Leeds, who have 
won only two of their last six 
league games, have delayed nam- 
ing their squad after a tough 
mid-week tie against Everton in a 
minor cup competition. 


Tyson and Ruddock may 
fight again this summer 


LAS VEGAS l API — Mike 
Tyson and Donovan ’‘Razor’’ 
Ruddock may be getting the re- 
match both say they want. 

A spokesman for the Mirage 
Hotel said Thursday that a re- 
match between the lop two 
heavyweight contenders may 
come before a planned fight pit- 
ting Tyson against Renaido 
Snipes. 

We’re looking into the possibil- 
ity of a rematch this summer,” 
spokesman Alan Feldman said. 
”Ifs fair to say the public wants 
to see these two guys again.” 

Feldman said promoter Don 
King and Ruddock's promoter. 
Murad Mohammad, are negotiat- 
ing the details of a second fight,' 
and said an announcement could 
come next week. 

Tyson defeated Ruddock Mon- 
dav when referee Richard Steele 


decided to stop the fight at 2:22 of 
the seventh round following a 
barrage of Tyson punches. 

The controversial decision 
prompted a melee in the ring, and 
had both fighters and promoters 
clamouring afterward for a re- 
match. 

"There are a number of ques- 
tions remaining from that fight,” 
Feldman said. 

King had planned to match 
Tyson against Snipes at the Las 
Vegas resort on June S, but a 
rematch with Ruddock would 
clearly be more attractive fight. 

Tyson-Snipes fight would have 
to be paired with a major fight to 
make it attractive enough to sell 
tickets at the hotel’s 15,500-seat 
arena, and to entice viewers to 
order it on pay-per-view televi- 
sion. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

1990 Tneunc Modi* Semcoa. Inc. 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QU12 


Q. I— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold; 

*75 T92 : KJS542 *874 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
club. What action do you take? 

0-2— Neither vulnerable, as South 
vou hold: 

♦ AK84 AK76 L'3 *AP52 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

I * Pass I : Pass 

•» 

What do you bid now? 

Q_J— Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold; 

+ KQ1076 7 7 : A84 +AK95 

The bidding has proceeded: 

Soaift West North East 

1 * Pass 2 . Pass 

What do you bid now? 


Q.4 — Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold; 

4KQ1076 v2 v A 84 4AK95 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 * Pass 2 v Pass 

3 * Pass 3 v Pass 

* 

What action do you take? 

QJS — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

* AKQ10953 TK6 vJ5 *Q7 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
heart whai do you respond? 

Q.6— East-West vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

4AQ8 7K1QS KQ1064 *83 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

l v Pass ,X ? Pass 

What do you bid now? 


week eliminating Torpedo Mos- 
cow on penalties. 

Inter Milan, challenging Samp- 
doria for the Italian title, travel to 
Portugal for a first leg against 
Sporting Lisbon, who put out 
another Italian side, Bologna, in 
the previous round. 

Inter accounted for the fourth 
Italian club in the UEFA Cup, 
Atalanta. in their quarter-final. 

Last season Juventus beat 
Fiorentina in the final. 

The winners of the Sporting- 
In temazion ale tie will have home 
advantage in the first leg of this 
season's two-leg final on May 8. 

Marseille President Bernard 
Tapie said his main concern ab- 
out playing the first leg in Mos- 
cow was that Brazilian sweeper 
Carlos Mozer would be sus- 
pended after receiving a second 
yellow card Wednesday againsr 
Milan. 

“We will come under a lot of 
pressure in the first match,” he 
said, speaking in Marseille. “I 
would rather have played the first 
leg at home. 

“It’s not going to be easy. 
Spartak have had the best run in 
the competition, beating Napoli 
and Real Madrid. 

“We will be tired when we 
meet them but they will be fresh 
because their season has only just 
started." 

The European Cup looks set to 
be played in a new league format 
from the quarter-final stage next 
season after UEFA's competition 
committee agreed Friday to 
changes on a trial basis. 

The eight teams remaining in 


the quarter-finals would be drawn 
by lots into two groups, playing 
each other home and away, with 
the winners qualifying for the 
final. 

Fredy Rumo, chairman of 
UEFA’s dubs competition com-' 
mittee, said the final decision 
■would be taken at the executive 
committee meeting in London on 
April 19. 

Gerd Aigner, general secretary 
of UEFA, said Wednesday sug- 
gestions that all three competi- 
tions be played in groups from 
the start were “totally unrealis- 
tic.” 

If the trial period for the Euro- 
pean Cup is successful a similar 
league format could be intro- 
duced for the Cup Winners' Cup 
and UEFA cup. 

Meanwhile, Albania failed Fri- 
day to persuade the UEFA to 
allow them to postpone their 
European championship qualifier 
against France this month. 

A UEFA spokesman said they 
had rejected Albania's appeal 
against Thursday's decision to 
order them to play the game in 
Paris on March 30 or risk a 3-0 
forfeit defeat. 

Several Albanain players, 
escaping political turmoil at 
home, have gone abroad and the 
national federation cited team 
problems as the reason for want- 
ing to postpone the Group 1 
qualifier and an under-21 match 
in Angers on March 29. 

France leads the group with 
maximum points from four 
matches while Albania have lost 
all their qualifiers. 


Sabatini and Edberg score 
wins in Players Championships 


KEY B1SCAYNE. Florida IAP) 
— Gabriela Sabatini gave Steffi 
Graf a six-game head start and 
still won. 

In a stunning comeback Thurs- 
day, Sabatini beat her archrival 
0-6. 7-6 (8-6), 6-1 to move into 
the finals of the International 
Players Championships. 

The victory was Sabatini's first 
after losing an opening set 6-0. 

“I think it's a great effort,” she 
said. “It has much to do with my 
mental toughness.” 

After beating Graf for the 
fourth consecutive time and the 
second time in 1 1 days. Sabatini is 
just one victory away from her 
third tournament title this year. 

“She can't play much better 
than she did in the second and 
third set.” Graf said. “She won it. 


and I also lost the match in the 
second set.” 

Grafs defeat ensured that 
Monica Seles will remain no. 1 
next week. Seles, replaced Graf 
ar the top of the rankings last 
week. 

Sabatini. 19-1 this year, will 
meet the Feraandez-Seles winner 
Saturday. 

Top-ranked Stefan Edberg 
advanced to the men's semifinals 
by beating Emilio Sanchez 6-2. 
7-6 (8-6). Edberg overcame four 
set points in the second set. 

The Swede's opponent Friday 
will be U.S. David Wheaton, who 
served 10 aces as he rallied to 
beat Cristiano Caratti 6-7 (7-9), 
6-2, 6-0. Wheaton, ranked no. 16. 
losr his opening match in his four 
previous Tournaments this year. 


South Africa woos IOC 
for Olympic readmission 


Waddle doubtful for England 
match against Ireland 


GENEVA (R| — England win- 
ger Chris Waddle is doubtful for 
next week’s European Cham- 
pionship qualifier against Ireland 
after suffering concussion in 
Marseille’s European. Cup tie 
against AC Milan, a dub offtdal 
said Friday. Marseille official 
Jean-Louise Levrault, speaking 
in Geneva after the draw for the 


European Cup semifinal, said 
Waddle, who scored the winner 
against Milan Wednesday, was 
leaving hospital Friday. “He will 
have to rest for about 10 days and 
I would say it would be virtually 
impossible for him to play for 
England next week.” said Lev- 
rault. 


France and Poland win 
Olympic shooting team slots 


CHINO, California (AP)— Scott 
Swinney won a silver medal- fo* 
the United States and France won 
two team slots for the 1992 Olym- 
pics in the 1991 World Cup USA 
International Shooting Competi- 
tion. 

The Soviet Union remained 
ahead in the medal tally with nine 
after winning three more bronze 
medal Thursday. The Americans 
have three medals. 

Swinney took second in the 
10-metre running target competi- 
tion. which is shot at a moving 
target with .177-caliber, scoped 
air rifles. The 1988 Olympian 
finished with 660 points, 11 be- 
hind winner Atilla Solti of Hun- 


gary. his country's only repre- 
sentative at the event. 

Grenadi Avramenko of the 
Soviet Union finished third with 
659. 

Swinney’s silver medal was his 
first in a World Cup event. He 
earned an Olympic team slot for 
the United States during the 
World Shooting Championships 
last year. Slots are awarded to the 
top five finishers who have not 
already earned Olympic places 
for their country. 

France won a team slot in the 
running target with a fifth-place 
finish for Jean-LucTricoire. Solti 
had already earned an Olympic 
ream slot for his country. 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
South Africa lays out the red 
carpet Saturday for the arrival of a 
top Olympic delegation which 
will decide whether the country 
has earned its place back in the 
international sporting family. 

The International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) is sending its 
watchdog Commission on Apar- 
theid to see if South African 
political reform has gone far 
enough to welcome the Spring- 
boks from decades of isloation. 

“This is the most important 
sports delegation to come to 
South Africa.” said the pro- 
government Beeld newspaper. 

“The day of recognition has 
dawned. South Africa deserves 
this. The world realises that 
South African sports people are 
yearning for acknowledgment for 
what was attained in the many 
years of isolation and frustration." 
it added. 

If all goes well during the visit 
— and most officials are optimis- 
tic — the South African flag has 
high chances of being raised at 
the 1992 summer games in Barce- 
lona. which begin in July, or even 
at rhe Winrer Olympics in Albert- 
ville. France in February. 

During their five-day mission, 
the IOC delegation will meet the 
country's five main sports orga- 
nisations, representing all shades 
of political opinion. 

The delegation, headed by 
Senegalese judge and IOC Vice- 
President Keba Mbaye, will also 
meet President F.W’: de Klerk, 
whose pledges to scrap, apartheid 
have rekindled South Africa's 
chances of seeing the Olympic 
flame first hand. 

IOC President Juan Antonio 
Samaranch has already indicated 
South Africa could lose, its pariah 
status if. as expected. d£ Klerk's 
reforms continue at their present 
pace. 

South Africa's greatest reason 
for cheer is the dramatic conver- 


sion of Sam Ramsamy. the veter- 
an anti-apartheid sports campaig- 
ner. who has come home from 
exile to champion the cause of 
Olympic readmission. 

“I think there will be a South 
African presence in Barcelona. It 
seems highly probable," Ram- 
samy said. 

With such words from the anti- 
apartheid lobby. South Africa’s 
white-dominated establishment 
can hardly contain their eager- 
ness to prove their commitment 
to non-racialism. 

The IOC delegation will report 
back at an IOC executive meeting 
in Barcelona in April before the 
delegation's findings are consi- 
dered by a full IOC session. 

South Africa has been 
banished from the Olympic 
movement since 1970 because of 
its apartheid policies and last 
competed, with an all-white 
team, in the 1960 Rome Olym- 
pics. 

Key to readmission is the uni- 
fication of the country's five rep- 
resentative sports movements, 
formerly bitter rivals, into one 
non-racial organisation. 

They have already taken the 
first step to settling their differ- 
ences by forming' the Interim 
National Olympic Committee of 
: South Africa, headed by Rams- 
amy. 

Four of the bodies express 
optimism about the IOC visit, but 
one small anti-apartheid group- 
ing, the South African Congress 
On Sport (SACOS). pours cold 
water over the fever-pitch ex- 
pectations of the others. 

SACOS President Joe Ebrahim 
said the delegation's trip was 
premature and more needed to 
be done to dismantle apartheid 
before international links were 
restored. 

“The situation still doesn’t 
meet the requirements of the 
oppressed's political organisa- 
tions.” he said. 


HERE 5 YOUR CHANCE.CMARUE 
BROWN. .THAT LITTLE REP 
HAIRED GIRL IS SITTING 
RIGHT NEXT TO YOU... 


WHY D0N*T YOU OFFER 
TO SHARE YOUR LUNCH 
WITH HER? 


BUT PONT HOLD THE 
BAG UPSIDE-DOWN.. 



Andy Capp 





MUTT, LOOK > 
AT THIS 6LASS! 
IT HAS NO j 
OPENING ON / 
TO PJ J 





I €ET A KICK 
OUT OF MUTT/ 

l Love To kid 
Him! . — — > 








Jim Courier and Richey Re- 
neberg will play in the other 
semifinal Friday. - 

Sabatini won just eight points 
in the 23-minute first set against 
Graf, and only two points on her 
serve. 

“She was hitting the ball very 
well, and I wasn't doing much.” 
Sabatini said. “After the first set. 
I tried to hit it a little deeper and 
get into the match." 

Graf dodged two set points 
before reaching 6-6 in the second 
set. In the tiebreaker, she fell 
behind 1-0 and overcame two 
more set points to pull even at 
6-6, which left her just two points 
from the match. But the German 
netted a backhand and then a 
forehand to give Sabatini the set. 

“I had a lor of chances in the 
second set." Graf said. “Once I 
lost it. I couldn’t get a bail in play 
the rest of the march.” 

Sabatini was nearly flawless in 
the final set. and even an overrule 
on an important point didn't help 
Graf. Trailing 30-40 on her serve. 
Graf hit a forehand that the 
linesman called long. The chair 



Stefan Edberg 

umpire ordered a replay, but 
Graf then double-faulted to give 
Sabatini the game and a 5-0 lead. 

Sabatini’s recent winning 
streak against her rival includes a 
straight-set victory in the finals of. 
the Virginia Slims of Florida on 
March LCL - 

“Probably I have more things I 
can do on the court.” than Graf. 
Sabatini said.’ “That's why I feel 
so comfortable playing. I'm stan- 
in&.to show everything I have.” 
Sabatini still trails Graf, 2041 
Graf, who finished first in' 40 
tournaments last year, has yet to 
win a title through four events in_ 
1991. Thursday’s loss broke her 
18-match victory streak in the 
Key Biscayne touranment, which 
she won in 1987 and 1988. 


HOROSCOPE NOT RECEIVED 


THE BETTER HALE 


By Harris 



“The checkbook — it’s one of those 
books I just can't put down 
until it’s finished." 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
® by Henri Arnold andBotolae 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tatter to each square, to form 
four orcHnary words. 


DREEL 


HOOTT 


AGCUTH 


RESTUM 



WHAT THE TIREP 
JOCKEY CALLEP 
HIS SOFA. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug-. 
seated by the above cartoon. 



Answer - 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: LYING COVEY GIGOLO DONKEY 

Answer What the hen did with the roostw— 
“EGGED" HIM ON 


THE Daily Crossword 



ACROSS 
t Meek ones 
6 Certain flight 
of steps 
10 Go different 


15 Tiber city 

16 Lab medium 

17 Gantry or 
Fudd 

16 Land mass 
19 Zip to Zapata 


21 Reeve’s 

sequel -sequel 
24 Yonder 

26 Red head of 

yore 

27 Wemfier 


28 Mane site 

31 Expresses 
contempt 

32 Colorful 


amaa 


pis_sauuanaa 

BOSSES* aaaaa 
|4 iih aaaa 

l!19i Bimaaaa 


39 Lamh “ '"5 irUxjrvr Mwfu : 

40 Gotham City 

43 iCf f1 i cre slayer 

A m- ® “7 way 6 Cluster fruit 

43 Mmuscule 7 Stockings 

« SEES ! «*ut btgwi 

it sas?" 1 ® 

S S® r " b °o Mter horses 
» Trudeau and ig Velvetiiko 


aaaaa aaaaa 

ISB5 H ii sl """”aa 

!■■■ *■■■ aaaaa 

ISB5 !■■■ aaaaa 

1159_lua aaaaa 


37 Protected 


54 Bottom line 

57 Sequoia 

58 Castor's 
mother 

59 Championship 

61 Sea bird 

62 Strip 

63 Actress 
Verdugo 

64 p air 

65 Choice cheese 
68 Showed anew 

DOWN 

1 Lean-to 

2 Force to go 

3 Freddy's beat 
A Holiday time 
5 Medusa's 


8 Beirut bigwig 

9 Hitched 
horses 

19 Velvetlike 


n Repeatedly 

12 Circle lines 

13 Practice 

22 Samovar 

23 A Waugh 
25 Seraglio 

37 Bart ok 

25 With great 
style 

29 Brigitte’s 
friend 

3° tar 0 fl l 41 

51 Bft" ™ apon « 

S Vandyke e.g. 45 
as ®-9 46 

* I5£ 0v 340 « 

38 Diamond stai 48 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


gaau aaaaa nauci 

PJggB □□□□□ Q13EILJ 

a PH13 uaatini quod 
□ aagaaaaaaaaa 

nranr,S aa 01300 

qqq aoaaaa hulid 

Mn.RR aBQ oamm 

uHaia qeifi 

goaa ran nrmi □□□a 


name 
Dracuta e.g. 
Corpulent 
Pretended 
Manllow 
Place of 
action 
Horse 


49 Biblical song 

51 Gr. flask 

52 Want 

53 Original 
thought 

55 Arm bone 

56 Stingy 

60 — de Franc# 
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China’s oil exports 
to continue to drop 


BEUING (R) — China has de- 
clared its support for an OPEC 
decision to cut crude oil produc- 
tion from April and said its own 
oil exports would continue to fall 
this year. 

Official newspapers quoted 
Zheng Dunxun, general manager 
of China Chemicals Import and 
Export Corporation, as saying oil 
producers and consumers would 
all benefit by keeping prices at a 

“reasonable’' level. 

China welcomed OPECs deci- 
sion to cut its crude oil output by 
an overall five per cent in the 
second quarter to protea oil 
prices. Zheng said, quoted by the 
People’s Daily. 

China, which is not a member 
of OPEC (Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries), is a 
major oil producer but because of 
domestic needs is a relatively 
minor exporter. 

Apparently referring to wide-, 
spread doubts in world oil mar- 
kets that OPEC could hold its 
agreement together, Zheng said 
he hoped “all sides involved 
would jointly take positive mea- 


Japanese consortium 
files $674 m insurance 
- claims on Iran pro j ect 


TOKYO (R) — A Japanese con- 
sortium has announced it had 
filed insurance claims with the 
government for losses resulting 
from the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq war. 

The consortium, led by trading 
house Mitsui and Co. Ltd., asked 
the Ministry of International 
Trade and Industry (Mm) to pay 
93.08 billion yen (S674 million) 
for damage to the I ran- Japan 
Pet roche mical Co. project. 

MITI, which provides insur- 
ance, usually takes two months to 
assess claims, but will probably 
take longer on this claim because 


the amount of money involved is 
so large, a Mistui spokesman 
said. 

MITT insurance covers losses 
caused by wars, coups and bank- 
ruptcies on projects in foreign 
countries. 

In February last year, the 
Mitsui-led consortium ended its 
partnership in the joint petroche- 
mical project, launched in 1971. 

The Japanese group and Iran's 
National Petrochemical Co. 
(NPC) had together invested a 
total of 600 billion yen ($4.34 
billion) in the project. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Thursday, March 21, 1991 
Central Bank official rates 


u;s. flollar ■ 
Pound- Sic rtag. 

Deutsche mark 
Swiss franc 


Buy S«3 French franc 121.2 121.9 

679 0“" Japanese yen (for 100 1- 487.8 490.7 
ttfShiPl guilder 365 9 368. J 

in't 1)5 0 Swedish crown U2.9 113.6 

4780 4809 Italian lira (for 100) 55.4 55.7 

* ,n - u Belgian franc (for ID) 200.1 201.3 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.7920/30 

1.1576/81 

1.6380/87 

1.8480/90 

1.4075/85 

33.65/75 

5.5710/60 

1219/1220 

137.35/45 

5.9675/25 

6.3750/3800 

6.2750/2800 

362.90/363.40 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
Dentscheraarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian franqs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


\ A*' 
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Britain again cuts interest rates 


sures to protect the stability of 
the world oil market.” 

China had a limited capacity to 
export oil and volumes would 
continue to fall this year, Zheng 
added. 

His corporation, which holds a 
monopoly over China’s external 
oil trade, exported 140 million 
barrels (192 million tonnes) of 
crude oS and oil products last 
year, he said. 

This compares with exports of 
225 million barrels (30.8 million 
tonnes) in 1989, according to 
previously published official cus- 
toms statistics. 

Western oil experts said the 
drop in China's oil exports re- 
flected stagnant production and 
increased domestic demand 
rather than Beijing's support for 
OPECs effon to shore up prices. 

China's oil output in 1990 total- 
led 13S.3 million tonnes, up 
slightly from 137.5 million in 
1989. 

China could become a net im- 
porter of oil by the mid-1990s, 
according to forecasts published 
in the official media. 


LONDON (R) — Britain shaved 
interest rates Friday m govern- 
ment moves to beat an economic 
recession. 

The Bank of England (central 
bank) cut its money market deal- 
ing rates, a signal to commercial 
banks that it wants their base 
lending rates down to 12.5 per 
cent from 13. 

Ii is the third interest rate cut 
since mid-February. 

The British recession is blamed 
on high interest rates, imposed by 
the Conservative government 
more than a year ago to defeat 
inflation. 

But rate of price increases is 
declining from a peak last autumn 
of nearly 1 1 per cent — as retail 
price index figures due early 
Saturday were likely to show — 
with the result that the govern- 
ment is easing up on its credit 
squeeze. 

John Ban ham, director-general 
of the Confederation of British 
Industry (CBIJ, called the cut in 


interest rates “another welcome 
step in the right direction." 

Barclays and Midland were 
among the first big commercial 
banks to heed the central bank 
signal and cut their base lending 
rates to 12.5 per cent. 

Conservative Prime Minister 
John Major stressed in parlia- 
ment earlier this week that infla- 
tion remained his chief enemy, 
vowing that interest rates would 
come down only as inflation fell. 

But the need to keep the cost 
of money high threatens Major's 
electoral prospects. 

The opposition Labour Party 
says 100 firms have been going 
out of business every day in the 
recession, which has pushed un- 
employment above the 
politically-sensitive two million 
mark. 

Millions of homeowners are 
also suffering because of the high 
cost of monthly mongage (home 
loan) repayment bills. 


Mortgage lender Abbey 
National said the latest move was 
"good news for borrowers." 

It expected a further cut in base 
lending rates soon, when it would 
be able to trim its mortgage rates. 

Major, who became prime 
minister following the resignation 
of Margaret Thatcher in Novem- 
ber, must call an election by 
mid- 1992. 

His government has been shav- 
ing interest rates in steps of half a 
percentage point at a time. 

A reason for caution in lower- 
ing interest rates is that it does 
not want to stampede hot money 
out of the pound sterling. 

That would upset parities in the 
European Community (EC) ex- 
change rate mechanism (ERM) 
currency grid which Britain 
joined last October. 

“The latest cut is justified on 
domestic monetary conditions 
and is in line with our commit- 
ment to stay within the ERM 
bands,” the treasury said Friday, 


Kuwait may resume oil 
exports within a year 


Weak prices, rising costs 
hurt S. African gold mines 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
South African gold mines, bat- 
tered by weak bullion prices and 
rising costs, cut 40,000 jobs over 
the past year and a similar num- 
ber were threatened, the South 
African Chamber of Mines has 
said. 

“A further 40,000 jobs are esti- 
mated to be at risk in the current 
environment," chamber econom- 
ist Ivor Leibowitz said in a review 
of the industry. 

South Africa is the world's top 
gold producer. But the profitabil- 
ity of the industry, which employs 
about 453,000, has sunk to its 
lowest in real terms since the 
1960s, he said. 

Nine mines accounting for 13 
per cent of national output and 
employing 78,000 people re- 
corded operating losses in 1990. 


The country's mines managed 
output of 603 tonnes last year 
after mining 606 tonnes in 1989 
by cutting costs and focusing on 
their richer gold-bearing ores. 

Bin Leibowitz said: “While im- 
proving grades provide immedi- 
ate financial benefits, such a poli- 
cy may lead to a shortening of the 
working lives of some mines.” 

In a separate market review, 
the chamber said that total West- 
ern gold output had jumped 72 
per cent in the 19S0s while that of 
South Africa had slipped 10 per 
cent. 

Total Western production is 
estimated to have risen a further 
five per cent in 1990 to 1,740 
tonnes, but the growth was ex- 
pected to slow to 2.5 per cent this 
year. 


EC launchers drive to 
make money transfers 
quicker and cheaper 


BRUSSELS (R) — The Euro- 
pean Commission has started a 
drive to slash the cost and in- 
crease the speed of the millions of 
money transfers which banks pro- 
cess each day in the European 
Community (EC). 

“There is widespread recogni- 
tion of the need for rapid im- 
provement in our systems of pay- 
ment," Sir Leon Brittan, the EC 
commissioner in charge of finan- 
cial services, said in a statement. 

Two committees set up by the 
commission, the EC’s executive 
body, will seek ways of cutting 
the cost and time taken to trans- 
fer money across borders so that 
millions of individuals and small 


provements are needed. 

But the commission said it 
would make its own proposals if 
they did not agree on sufficiently 
wide-reaching reforms. 

It said a survey it carried out in 
1988 showed that a French bank 
wanted to charge a firm £25 ($44) 
to transfer a £48 (S85) cheque to a 
company in Britain. 

One quarter of all bank trans- 
fers surveyed by the commission 
took more than 10 days to arrive 
at the destination in another EC 
country. Money transfers made at 
a national level are much faster 
and cheaper than across borders, 
it said. 

The creation of the groups fol- 


busi nesses can run efficiently, he lows up a commission policy pap- 


said. 

Bankers, consumers and indus- 
try representatives will meet 


er last September which called on 
banks across Europe to make it as 
easy, fast and cheap to transfer 


within these groups over coming money across the Community as 
months to try to agree what im- it is within member countries. 
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It said poor bullion prices and 
rising mining costs, particularly in 
South Africa, had reduced the 
incentive to expand output. 
Moreover, Australian and North 
American mines had cut explora- 
tion spending after state incen- 
tives were withdrawn. 

Australian production was ex- 
pected to have peaked at 230 
tonnes last year while the growth 
in output from North America, 
which reached 455 tonnes in 
1990, was expected to slow. 

Chamber estimates show sales 
from centrally planned econo- 
mies jumped by one-third to 450 
tonnes last year, and it said large 
sales from the Soviet Union can 
be expected to continue. 

The chamber said buoyant de- 
mand from jewellery manufactur- 
ers could provide a floor for the 
gold price at around $360 an 
ounce. It estimated jewellery de- 
mand rose to 1,880 tonnes last 
year from 1,811 tonnes the year 
before, out of a total demand for 
gold in 1990 estimated at 2,710 
tonnes. 


DUBAI (Agencies) — War- 
ravaged Kuwait, which once 
feared it might be two years 
before it could resume oil ex- 
ports, now hopes to start export- 
ing within a year, a senior 
Kuwaiti oil official has said. 

He said it would be another 
month before Kuwait could tel! 
exactly when it would reenter the 
market. 

The official, who returned 
from Kuwait, was asked about 
reports that the emirate could not 
become an exporter for up to two 
years. 

“We hope to start exports 
much before that,” he replied. 

“But at least another month is 
necessary to see which fields can 
be regrouped, how long it will 
take to procure field equipment." 
the official, who declined to be 
identified, said. 

Production from the fields, set 
ablaze by departing Iraqi forces 
last month, would first be used to 
feed the emirate's power and 
I water desalination plants. 

The official declined to esti- 
mate the initial level of exports 
but said wells from the giant 
Burgan reservoir would probably 
come on stream first. Burgan 
holds some SO billion of Kuwait's 
95 billion barrel reserves. 

Kuwait was producing around 
1.8 million barrels per day (b'd) 
of crude before Iraq's August 
invasion of the emirate and ex- 
porting at least 1.1 million b/d. 

“Even at the wells not on fire 
you have to check the casings, 
valves and other equipment to 
see if they are safe to produce 
the official said. 

Pipelines Unking the fields to 
gathering stations and oil-gas 
separation plants were mostly in- 
tact. However oil terminals at 
Mina A1 Ahmedi and Mina 
Abdallah had suffered war dam- 
age during allied raids against 
Iraqi troops, he said. 

More than 500 oil well fires are 
burning up Kuwait's reserves at a 
rate of two to six million b/d. 
Full-scale fire-fighting efforts are 
yet to start. 

Boots and Coots, one of the 
U.S. fire-fighting companies con- 
tracted by the Kuwaiti govern- 


ment. moved equipment to 
Kuwait last week. Its workers will 
arrive in the emirate after a sto- 
pover in Dubai this week, the 
official said. 

Three other major fire-fighting 
contractors, including the legen- 
dary Red Adair, would follow 
soon. 

The Kuwait Oil Company is 
lining up sub-contractors needed 
to cap the burning wells once the 
fires are out. 

It is also moving rigs to Kuwait to 
drill for water to be used in 
fighting the fires. Kuwait's 
Shuaiba port, cleared of mines 
last week, would be used to ship- 
ping in equipment, the Kuwaiti 
official said. 

Meanwhile, a British govern- 
ment official and industry leaders 
rold some 1,200 eager business- 
men in London that rebuilding 
Kuwait won’t be the bonanza 
some contractors had hoped. 

The cost of rebuilding Kuwait 
has been estimated at $100 billion 
to S5Q0 billion. 

But the damage is not as bad as 
feared, and Kuwait’s post-war 
population likely will be two- 
thirds its previous size, so the 
country doesn't need to be entire- 
ly reconstructed, they said. 

Competition among bidders is 
stiff, and the logistical problems 
of doing business in Kuwait at the 
moment are almost insurmount- 
able, they added. 

The speakers made their com- 
ments at a government-sponsored 
conference aimed at helping Brit- 
ish bidders win contracts in 
Kuwait. 

Kuwaiti Ambassador Ghazi A1 
Raves, the first speaker, told the 
businessmen that his country was 
“completely destroyed" and he 
assured them that; “The opportu- 
nities will be there. It is not three 
months and finished. It will take 
five or 10 years to rebuild Kuwa- 
it." 

But David Douglas Home, 
director of the investment com- 
pany Morgan Grenfell and Gren- 
fell and Co. Ltd. said: “There are 
opportunities but not so much as 
we had thought." 

“Although there was wide- 
spread damage and looting, quite 
a substantial amount of the non- 


U.S. jobless-benefit claims 
soar in blow to recovery hopes 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
number of Americans filing new 
claims for unemployment be- 
nefits shot up to an eight-year 
high of 519.000 in the week en- 
ding March 9, the government 
said tbursday in a report viewed 
as a blow to hopes for a quick end 
to the recession. 

The Labour Department said 
initial claims rose by 45,000 from 
the previous week, hitting the 
highest level since the 546,000 
filed during the first .week of 
January in 1983. That was at the 
tail end of the last recession, the 
steep 1981-82 downturn. 

Bush administration officials 
and Federal Reserve Chairman 
Alan Greenspan have expressed 
the hope that a quick end to the 
Gulf war, by providing a boost to 
consumer confidence, will help to 
ensure that the current recession 
will be short and mild. 

However, private economists 
said Thursday’s report on jobless 
claims was not an encouraging 
sign. 

“This suggests chat more peo- 
ple are being laid off and it 
signifies a continuing weakening 
of the economy," said Samuel 
Kahan. chief economist at Fuji 
Securities Inc. in Chicago. 

Kahan cautioned that the ini- 
tial jobless claims report can be 
volatile from week to week. But 
we noted thar the four- week aver- 
age for claims has been moving 


higher since December. 

Paul Getman, senior economist 
at Regional Financial Associates, 
said a number of U.S. industries 
— from airlines to banks to de- 
partment stores — are still under 
stress with thousands of layoffs 
occurring. 

He said that some analysts, 
lured by gains in the stock mar- 
ket, “have declared this recession 
dead too early. Every month, 
economists think the job loss 
picture will turn around and ev- 
ery month it hasn’t." 

The new jobless claims report 
was viewed as especially worri- 
some because it provided one of 
the first looks at how the eco- 
nomy was performing in March. 
Some economists said they ex- 
pected the broader jobless report 
for the month to take another 
turn for the worse. 

In a further gloomy assessment 
of the economy, the U.S. Cham- 
ber of Commerce said Thursday 
that its latest survey of 8.390 
businesses nationwide found that 
more businesses were planning to 
fire workers than to hire them 
through August of this year. 

The number of businesses fore- 
casting that they would have to 
fire employees rose to 21.7 per 
cent versus 17.8 per cent expect- 
ing to be hiring workers- 

The survey also found that 33.9 
per cent of the businesses ex- 
pected their sales would decline 


in coming months versus 35.3 per 
cent forecasting an increase in 
sales. 

This marked a deterioration 
since the chamber’s last survey in 
September. At that rime. IS per 
cent of businesses expected to lay 
off employees and 28 per cent 
were expecting a sales decline - 

“Clearly, business confidence 
about the future has deterio- 
rated." said Richard Rahn, chief 
economist for the chamber. 


oil structure remains intact." said 
John finigan, general manager of 
the National Bank of Kuwait. 

The oil picture is bleaker, he 
said. The sector suffered "im- 
mense devastation." with the 
majority of oil wells and produc- 
tion facilities on fire or destroyed, 
he said. 

Kuwait's telecommunications 
System also was hit hard, Finigan 
said. 

But of the four major power 
plants, one is almost intact and is 
being reconnected fairly cosily to 
supply the country's immediate 
needs, the expens said. 

The desalination plants still are 
being assessed, but there was little 
damage to the sewer system, or 
the port, they said. 

Kuwait's highway system 
seems to be operating normally, 
although a substantial clean-up is 
required. Just one bridge was 
destroyed and the airport could 
soon be repaired, they said. 

The hospitals seem to be cop- 
ing well. Finigan said. 

Not alt the previous facilities 
may be needed, Douglas Home 
said, because of the expected 
smaller population. 

Kuwait is aiming to rely less on 
immigrant workers and likely will 
end up with a population of one 
million, double the current figure 
but much smaller than the pre- 
vious population of 1 .7 million, of 
whom 700,000 were Kuwaitis. 
Finigan said. 

Workers are getting nsk pre- 
miums, and there is no housing 
for large work crews. One- 
businessman told the conference 
that carpenters are commanding 
salaries of £60.000 (S109.000). 

Among the opportunities. 
Kuwait nil] need a lot of building 
materials such as glass, the ex- 
perts said. 

Companies might get contracts 
repairing buildings they had 
erected in years past, Cockshaw 
said. 

There also will be chances to 
train Kuwaitis in the skills immig- 
rant labour formerly supplied, 
said Peter Berry, managing direc- 
tor of Crown Agents, which pro- 
vides services to foreign govern- 
ments. 


Syria plans 
to export 2m 
tonnes of 
phosphate 

DAMASCUS (R) — Syria plans 
to export two million tonnes of 
phosphate in 1991 for sale on 
international markets, officials 
said. 

They said that more than 
237.000 tonnes of phosphate had 
been exported already this year 
through the Tartus port. 


BMW FOR SALE 

BMW 518i. 1985 model, with most options. The car is in 
excellent condition. 

Price: JD 15,000. 

Please call tel: 637840 



SAMSTRESSES AND TAILORS WANTED 

FIRST CLASS 

For women’s dresses designs. 

Please call tel: 692421 


HOUSE MAID WANTED 

Small family needs a full time female house maid. Good 
working condition and good salary. 

Please call 671209. Thanks 


LIVE-IN MAID WANTED 


Sri Lankan or Filipina. 

Please call tel: 697551/2 


THE BRITISH COUNCIL 

is happy to announce its reopening 
Ramadan hours will be 8:00 a.m. — 2.00 p.m. 

THE LIBRARY 

will reopen on 

Saturday 23 March 

Ramadan hours: Saturdays —Wednesdays 

8:30 a.m. — 2:00 p.m. 

Thursdays 10:00 a.m. —2:00 p.m. 

THE CENTRE PROGRAMME 

We shall be sending details shortly to all 
those on our mailing list. 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE CLASSES 

We shall be announcing the resumption of 
classes in the near future. 

Telephones: 636147 636148 624686 638194 
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Georgia negotiates ceasefire in 
South Ossetia; Lithuania tense 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet Geor- 
gia’s separatist government said 
Friday it was negotiating cease- 
fire terms with Ossetians fighting 
to break away from the Trans- 
Caucasian Republic. 

Bui tension rose in the Baltic 
Republic of Lithuania after 
Soviet ‘'black beret” special 
police fired on a bus carrying 
Lithuanian border guards 
Wednesday, wounding at least 
two. 

As hundreds gathered in the 
capital Vilnius Thursday to pro- 
test against the action? Lithua- 
nian President Vytautas Land- 
sbergis said “an atmosphere of 
tenor" was being created. 

The ceasefire negotiations in 
Georgia, on the Soviet Union's 
southern fringe, come ahead of a 
referendum in the republic on 
March 31 on the question of 
restoring its pre-1921 independ- 
ence. 

"On the initiative of the (Geor- 
gian) Internal Affairs Ministry, 
there are talks going on on a 
ceasefire and il is practically effec- 
tive. with the exception of some 
isolated incidents." a republican 
government source said. 

Speaking by telephone from 
the Georgian capital of Tbilisi, he 
said every effort was being made 
to find a peaceful solution to the 
conflict in South Ossetia in which 
at least 44 people have been 


killed since late last year. 

The Soviet News Agency 
(TASS) said shooting continued 
Thursday night despite agree- 
ment on a temporary ceasefire. 

Georgia, like the Baltic repub- 
lics, refused to take part in last 
weekend's Soviet referendum 
which resulted in overall support 
for preserving “a renewed federa- 
tion of equal sovereign republics. 

“President Mikhail Gorbachev 
intends to use the majority — less 
than expected — as a mandate to 
hold the Soviet Union together 
on the basis of a new treaty 
offering republics greater politic- 
al and economic autonomy. 

The Georgian and Baltic lead- 
ers have rejected such a treaty. 
Ethnic tension in the Baltic re- 
publics of Lithuania. Latvia and 
Estonia peaked early this year 
when 22 people were killed by the 
Soviet military. 

The Kremlin has set up teams 
to negotiate with the Baltic lead- 
ers, but little progress has been 
made, and calls by Gorbachev for 
Georgians and pro-Moscow 
Ossetians to lay down their arms 
have been in vain. 

Georgia's nationalist lead- 
ership regards Soviet involve- 
ment in the conflict as interfer- 
ence in its internal affairs. 

Georgia, which declared its in- 
dependence in 1918, has fiercely 
defended its language, culture 


and religion against encroach- 
ment by the Soviet Communists- 
who crushed the short-lived state 
in 1921*. 

The conflict with South Osse- 
tia. a northern comer of Georgia, 
flared in December after the 
nationalist-dominated parliament 
abolished the regin's autonomous 
status and tried to place it under 
the authority of Tbilisi. 

In Lithuania, President Land- 
sbergis told the republic's parlia- 
ment Thursday that the shooting 
by Soviet police was "a situation 
in which an armed gang is going 
unpunished.” 

“This is an atmosphere of ter- 
ror being created deliberately... 
our government is trying to solve 
this issue in direct talks with the 
militry ledership, with the Soviet 
Union’s government.” Vilnius 
Radio quoted him as saying. 

“It may be that these talks are 
taking place in order to win time, 
and meanwhile the events will be 
escalated." 

In a separate development, loc- 
al officials denied Friday sugges- 
tions that food riots had erupted 
in the Ural Mountains home base 
of Russian leader Boris Yeltsin, 
but said consumers were suffering 
unprecedented hardship. 

Ruslan Khasbulatov, Yeltsin's 
deputy in the Russian parliament, 
had told the chamber that unrest 
broke out in Sverdlovsk after 


food supplies were curtailed - 

He suggested the cutbacks 
were linked to the city's heavy 
vote against in last weekend's 
Soviet referendum on the coun- 
try's future. 

“I’ve got no such information 
that there was any such trouble,*' 
Sergei Kozantsev of the Sverd- 
lovsk City Council's press office 
said by telephone. 

“It’s very calm here. The situa- 
tion with food here is awful but it 
doesn't seem to have worsened 
in the last few days because I 
don't see how that could be possi- 
ble.” he said. 

Larisa Rudakova, an editor 
with the region's local UraJakt- 
sept News Agency, said there 
were long queues in Sverdlovsk 
and the nearby city Nizhny Tagil, 
with consumers buying large 
quantities of virtually anything on 
sale. 

She said bakeries had doubled 
output recently bat residents 
fearing shortages were buying 
large number of loaves to keep as 
dried bread. 

Only 34 per cent of voters in 
Sverdlovsk backed Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev's call for 
a “renewed federation” of equal, 
sovereign republics. 

Official results showed that 76 
per cent of participants nation- 
wide voted for the preservation of 
the Soviet Union. 


Poland abolishes visas for Americans 


WASHINGTON (R) — Polish 
President Lech Walesa threw 
open Poland's doors to Amer- 
icans. saying they would no lon- 
ger need visas to visit his country 
as of April 15. 

Polish officials said the move 
was a special gesture to American 
businessmen, whom Walesa 
wants to invest in his country. 
Poland is struggling to establish a 
market economy after decades of 
communism. 

“Poland will be fully open to 
every American citizen.'' Walesa, 
3 former shipyard electrician and 
leader of the solidarity resistance 
movement, told reporters after 
meeting U.S. congressional lead- 
ers on the second day of his visit 
to Washington. 

“As of April 15. no visa will be 
necessary for Americans coming 
to Poland.” he said. 

In the past, Polish visas were 


normally issued to Americans 
within about a week, once an 
application was made at the 
embassy in Washington, said an 
embassy spokesman said. 

But the spokesman added 
businessmen from smaller U.S. 
cities occasionally faced delays in 
getting visas issued through tour- 
ist organisations. 

Walesa is on a one-week trip to 
try to drum up U.S. financial aid 
investment for his country, which 
was at the vanguard of Eastern 
Europe's anti-Communist revolu- 
tion and is now trying to impose 
economic changes that have been 
painful. 

He told a congressional com- 
mittee that the economies of 
Eastern Europe were stalled after 
the old. Communist system of 
management collapsed. 

“The economic system has. 
come to a standstill. It is now 


failing apart." he said. “It has to 
be put into motion again.” 

He also warned that if the 
people of Eastern Europe do not 
soon see tangible results from 
reform they would flee westward. 

“We have already had the first 
example, in Albania,” Walesa 
said, referring to the recent flood 
of refugees from that country. 

President George Bush wel- 
comed Walesa Wednesday with 
the announcement that the Un- 
ited States was forgiving 70 per 
cent of Poland’s $3.S-billion debt 
to Washington as a reward for its 
switch to democracy and market 
reform. 

“It is thanks to these (Amer- 
ican) taxpayers that Poland is 
becoming free and independent, 
and is building a system under 
which it will finally be possible to 
relieve American taxpayers,” 
Walesa told reporters. 


Aquino predicts end of Communist revolt 


MANILA iR) — President Cora- 
zon Aquino predicted Friday the 
end of the Communist rebellion 
in the Philippines but a guerrilla 
commander promised bigger and 
better attacks on the government. 

“We foresee the end of the 
insurgency ... from hereon, what 
remains are operations aimed to- 
wards further hastening the de- 
feat of the insurgency movement 
in the country.” Aquino told an 
army day parade in Manila. 

She said the strength of (he 
insurgents had grown to more 
than 25.000 in 198? because of 
the atmosphere of democracy 
created by the "people power” 
revolt which overthrew the late 
President Ferdinand Marcos and 
installed her in office. 

“In I9SS. we began to reverse 
the tide." she said. 

Military officials said Com- 
munist rebel strength fell from 

25.000 in 19S? to a little over 

17.000 at the end of 1990. 

Army Chief Major-General 

Lisandro Abadia said military un- 
its had dismantled 30 out of 72 
guerrilla fronts of the Communist 
New People's Army (NPA) and 
hoped to destroy 20 more this 


year. 

"By the time our president 
bows out of office, we shall have 
significantly come very much 
closer to our objective of gaining 
strategic victory,” he said in a 
speech at the army celebration. 

But a rebel leader in the central 
Philippines told reporters guerril- 
la strength was growing and the 
Communists would be able to 
field battalion-size units for con- 
ventional attacks within two 
years. 

Tony Guerrero, a rebel spokes- 
man on the island of Panay 400 
kilometres south of Manila, said 
the guerrillas would fight beyond 
the end of Aquino's term in 1992. 

Aquino has pledged to end the 
insurgency before she leaves 
office next year. 

At least 20 people were killed 
in gun battles across the country 
between rebels and soldiers over 
the past three days, the military 
said. 

Mrs. Aquino Friday awarded 
the nation's highest medal for 
bravery to an army sergeant who 
killed his brother during a coup 
attempt in 1989. 

Sgt. Roberto Salvador received 


the Medal of Valor during cere- 
monies marking the 94th 
anniversary of the Philippine 
army. 

He was among the defenders of 
Camp Aguinaldo, the armed 
forces headquarters, when I came 
under attack by mutinous troops 
on Dec. 3, 1989. two days after 
rebel soldiers launched the most 
serious bid to topple Mrs. 
Aquino. 

Salvador, then a private, used a 
recoil less rifle to blast two 
armoured personnel carriers that 
smashed through the camp's 
gates, killing several rebel crew- 
men. 

Troops discovered the body of 
Salvador's brother, Rogelio, 
among the dead. 

The citation said Salvador’s ac- 
tion "decisively disorganised the 
hostile forces and halted their 
momentum during the most cri- 
tical days" of the coup attempt. 

Salvador told reporters before 
the ceremony that he had “mixed 
feelings" about receiving the 
medal. He also said he felt obli- 
gated to support his brother's 
widow and family. 


Defector 
may shed 
light on 
Cuban 
military 

MIAMI (R) — The Cuban pilot 
who flew his unarmed MiG to 
Florida undetected and asked for 
U.S. asylum may shed light on 
the mood and morale of Fidel 
Castro's armed forces, experts 
said. 

The MiG will probably be re- 
turned to Cuba. The Key West 
Naval Air Base identified it as a 
MiG-27BN but ocher reports said 
it is a MiG-23. 

But even if U.S. military in- 
telligence experts have little to 
leant from the plane itself, the 
38-year-old pilot who landed 
Wednesday is likely to provide 
important information about the 
Cuban military's morale, and 
perhaps about its military plans, 
capabilities, and tactics, experts 
say. 

In a rare admission of a milit- 
ary defection, the Cuban Armed 
Forces Ministry in a statement 
Wednesday night identified the 
pilot as Air Force Major Orestes 
Frail an Lorenzo Perez and said 
he "committed an act of treason" 
by deserting during a training 
exercise. 

At the pilot’s request U.S. offi- 
cials have not confirmed his 
identity. Cuban exile radio sta- 
tions in Miami described Lorenzo 
Perez as an ace Cuban pilot and a 
graduate of an elite military 
school. 

Many U.S. academic experts 
on Cuba, particularly those who 
believe Castro is on shaky politic- 
al ground after 30 years in power, 
cite a generation gap in the milit- 
ary between Castro’s peers and 
younger people like the pilot - ■ 

“He can tell about morale in 
the military, post-Ochoa." said 
Jacqueline Tillman, executive 
vice ■ president of the Cuban 
American National Foundation. 


U.K.- 

announces 
death of 
poll tax 

LONDON (AP) — Prime Minis- 
ter John Major's government has 
announced the death of the poll 
tax — an unpopular local govern- 
ment tax — in an abrupt U-turn 
from the policies of his predeces- 
sor Margaret Thatcher. 

“The public has not been per- 
suaded that the charge is fair." 
Environment Secretary Michael 
Heseltine told the House of Com- 
mons. 

The tax sparked a riot in Lon- 
don a year ago and campaigns of 
organised disobedience, cost the 
conservatives two formerly 
“safe” seats in special parliamen- 
tary elections and threatened to 
drag them to defeat in the next 
general election. 

Opposition legislators in the 
House of Commons howled with 
derision as the government ack- 
nowledged finally that the flag- 
ship policy of Mrs. Thatcher's 
third term as prime minister had 
failed. 

“We have just heard the most 
complete capitulation, the most 
startling U-turn, and the most 
shameless abandonment of con- 
sistency and principle in modem 
political history.” declared 
Labour Party spokesman Bryan 
Gould. 

In place of the poll tax. Hesel- 
tine said the government plans to 
introduce by 1993 a hybrid tax 
based on property values and the 
number of adult residents in each 
household. 

Amid the cheers for the death 
of the tax were some jeers for its 
replacement. 

“The worst of both worlds 
looks likely ... an unpopular and 
possibly unfair.property tax cou- 
pled with the continued night- 
mare of a head tax,” said Alistair 
MacRae, secretary of the 
500,000-member Natioanl Union 
of Public Employees, most of 
whom work for local authorities. 

Mrs. Thatcher, now a rank- 
and-file legislator, was not in the 
chamber to hear Heseltine ditch 
the tax — which he had all but 
promised to do when he chal- 
lenged Mrs. Thatcher for the 
party leadership in November, t 

Heseltine's challenge forced 
her out of office, but Major won 
in the second round and handed 
Heseltine responsibility for decid- 
ing what to do with the tax. 

Levied against every adult, the 
poll tax replaced property taxes 
as a source of local government 
funding . 

Officially called the community 
charge, it was widely seen as 
unfair because it took no account 
of ability to pay: Millionaires and 
millworkers living in the same 
district paid the same tax. 

Despite rebates for welfare re- 
cipients. the old and the disabled, 
two-thirds of households wound 
up paying more tax. The main 
beneficiaries were well-off people 
living in expensive homes. 

Nicholas Ridley, who as a 
member of Mrs. Thatcher’s 
cabinet had introduced the poll 
tax, told Heseltine his proposed 
replacement would “create a 
whole new class of losers.” 

Mrs. Thatcher’s aim was to 
make everyone pay something 
toward local services — now cost- 
ing some £50 billion ($90 billion) 
a year — and to bring home to 
voters the cost of electing high- 
spending, Labour-controlled loc- 
al authorities. 

Instead, the Conservative gov- 
ernment got the blame for bills 
averaging around £100 ($716) a 
head annually. 


Oscar presenters sometimes wheel and deal to appear on show 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Sylves- 
ter Stallone wanted to present 
Best Picture. Madonna wasn’t 
about to hand out (he visual effects 
trophy. Warren Beatty needed a 
while to decide if he would par- 
ticipate at all. 

Scores of intriguing deals and 
compromises lurk behind the 
scenes at the Academy Awards, 
but few match the politicking and 
power plays linked to the secre- 
tive selection of award presen- 
ters. 

Some celebrities insist on pre- 
senting only the top honours. 
Several against try to wrangle 
package deals, demanding that an 
unknown be accepted for every 
superstar. 

Five months, and hundreds of 
occasionally agonising telephone 
calls, can be required to assemble 
an Oscar roster, according to 
interviews with Oscar show pro- 
ducers. 

“You get all kinds of different 
responses when you make an 
offer.” said Robert Wise.' who 
produced the 1971 Oscars and 
co-produced the 1985 show., “I 
had a very well-known male star 
who I called and he said, ‘Mr. 
Wise, what award did you have in 
mind for me to present?' 

“I couldn't tell him. And he 
said, ‘I wouldn’t want to give one 


of those technical awards, you 
know.'” Wise said he promptly 
hung up on the late, great film 
star. “I called Jack Lemmon and 
he said. 'sure. What do you want 
me to do?*” 

In 1987. producer Samuel 
Goldwyn Jr. thought his Oscar 
ceremony would be enlivened by 
a certain rock star. “I had a 
problem with Madonna,” Gold- 
wyn said. “I wanted her to do 
special effects and I wanted to use 
the song Material Girl. And I got 
a call back from a manager who 
said, *she is not a singer but she’s 
an actress and will only give a 
Best Acting Award.’ 

“So I figured I wasn't going to 
argue with her and that was the 
end of that.” 

Said Stanley Donen. the pro- 
ducer of the 1986 Oscar cere- 
mony: “It’s not unlike casting a 
film. Except you have no power 
because you have no paycheck.” 
Oscar presenters are not paid — 
although in a backstage waiting 
room they do receive a nice fruit 
basket. 

Producer Howard Koch 
selected Stallone to announce the 
Best Actress Oscar in 1983. Stal- 
lone would have preferred to 
deliver Best Picture — but that 
honour went to Carol Burnett. 

“Everybody wants to give the 


major awards from Best Picture 
back,” Kock said. “It’s a con- 
tinuing negotiation from Novem- 
ber until you're on the air. Its a 
thankless job.” 

Gil Cates, the producer of this 
and last year’s Academy Awards, 
said a handful of performers are 
frustratingly non-committal. 
“Some actors respond very quick- 
ly in one or two days.” Cates 
said. “With some, it takes three 
months to get a no.” 

• Among this year’s presenters 
are Jodie Foster, Anjelica Hus- 
ton, Glenn Close. Michael Doug- 
las, Jessica Tandy and Denzel 
Washington. 

Hollywood publicists scurry to. 
their telephones as soon as the 
Oscar producer is named, hope- 
ful their clients can land a spot — 
preferably prominent — in a 
broadcast seen by 1 billion view- 
ers worldwide. 

Many press agents try to pick 
an award. Others are happy 
with whatever they can get. 

Though it's prestigious to pre- 
sent one of the top three trophies 
— Best Picture. Actor and Ac- 
hess — it’s not always the best 
course. 

"People who really are smart 
realise that they can come on and 
Steal the show giving a small 
award,” Goldwyn said. “I re- 


member Billy Crystal was abso- 
lutely brilliant my second year 
(1988) and he gave editing or 
something. 

“More people remember 
somebody who did a bit early in 
the show than who gave Best 
Picture. By the time the show 
gets to Best Picture, you're not 
interested in who's presenting. 
You want to know who wins." 

Accustomed to working in un- 
crowded sound stages where flubs 
aren’t an issue thanks to multiple 
takes, many Hollywood hotshots 
panic on stage. 

“Performing live terrifies 
them,” Donen said. “Whereas 
everybody in the New York 
theatre world wants to do the 
Tonys because it’s just like a 

p,ay ”- ■ n. 

As is recent custom. Oscar- 

nominated songs are performed 

during the ceremony by those 

who orignally sang the song- 

“I asked Meryl Streep to sing 

her song (from Postcards From 

The Edge), Cates said. “She said, 

‘I just can't Pm eight months 

pregnant- I just can't do it’ So I 

said, ‘well. OK. Will you present 

the person who will sing your 

song if I can find somebody?* and 

she said, ‘yeah, if I like the 

person you get, sure.* 

“And I got Reba McEntire, 


who she loves, and Meryl is going 
to be on the show.” 

A successful awards show is 
one in which the stars are match- 
ed not only to the awards they 
give but to their co-presenters, 
producers say. Few people re- 
member what trophy Mickey 
Rooney and 10-year-old 
Macaulay Culkin handed out at 
this year's Golden Globe cere- 
mony. But the two clicked, and 
had the audience laughing. 

“I invite people to be on the 
show,” Cates said. “I do not tell 
them what they're going to do. 
It’s fine for them to come back 
and say. Til do the show, but I 
love cinematography-' I deal with 
that.” 

This year. Cates asked Gregory 
Peck to present Sophia Loren 
with a special Oscar because the 
actress presented him with his 
Oscar and they made a film 
together. . 

"There are people who just fit 
right. Sometimes the fit is 
esoteric and nobody gets it but us 
in which case it’s disappointing. 
Sometimes the fit is really good, 
Cates said. 

“It just is right 1 don’t know 
why it's right. Maybe it’s because 
you know that he’s literate and 
he's intelligent and that he is an 
artist.” 


At least 300 Tamil rebels 
killed in Sri Lanka —army 

mortars, small arms and gre- 
nades.- 

The LTTE, fighting for a sepa- 
rate state in the north and east for 
the minority Tamil community, 
continued their attacks Wednes- 
day and Thursday nights. 

A curfew is in force in Mannar, 
which the Tigers regard as the 
southern border of the state they 
are trying to create, and parts of 
the surrounding Puttalam and 
Anuradhapura districts. 

The government imposed a cur- 
few Thursday in Kilinochchi. 
northeast of Mannar, to halt 
guerrilla movements after some 
300 Tigers were seen moving 
sought with their weapons from 
northern Jaffna, the guerrilla 
stronghold. 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lankan 
troops have killed at least 300 
Tamil guerrillas who have attack- 
ed two army camps in the north 
for the past three nights, military 
sources said Friday. 

They said IS soldiers have died 
and 48 were wounded defending 
the Silavaturai and Kokupadayan 
camps in Mannar on the north- 
west coast. 

“We have sent reinforcements 
to both camps where there bas 
been heavy fghting during the 
past three nights,” an army offic- 
er said. 

The officer said 10 seriously 
wounded soldiers had been 
evacuated since the Libe ration 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) 
launched their first attack on the 
two camps Tuesday night with 


African children face 
bleak future, report says 


WASHINGTON (AP)— Rapid 
population growth and the explo- 
sion of AIDS cast a bleak shadow 
over the health of black African 
children, a government report 
said Thursday. 

As many as 10 million sub- 
Saharan children under age 10 
are expected to see one or both of 
their parents die during this de- 
cade, and infant and child death 
rates may rise by 50 per cent in 
some countries, the report said. 

Malnutrition is the most impor- 
tant contributor to early African 
children deaths. Some 30 per cent 
of children between 12 months 
and 23 months old are mal- 
nourished, said the report by 
Health and Human Services 
Secretary Louis Sullivan and 
Ronald R 05 kens, administrator 
of the U.S. Agency for Interna- 
tional Development (USAID). 

Sullivan and Roskens, at the 
request of President George 
Bush, led a U.S. delegation on a 
trip to seven African countries in 


January. They visited ivory coast, 
Malawi, Nigeria, Senegal, South 
Africa, Uganda and Zimbabwe. 

’ Their report recommends con- 
tinued emphasis on U.S. aid to 
spur broad-based economic 
growth in African nations so that 
health programme can be sus- 
tained. 

“Health assistance is a key 
adjunct to broader assistance 
programme. Healthy people pro- 
duce healthy, stable and produc- 
tive nations,” the report said, 
“programmes to improve the 
health of African people should, 
therefore, be undertaken simul- 
taneously with broader assistance 
initiatives.” 

This year, the United States is 
targeting $800 million for the 
development fund for Africa, 
which represents the bulk of U.S. 
Development aid to Africa. The 
Bush administration requested 
about the same amount for the 
new fiscal year beginning Oct. 1. 


Two U.S. Navy planes 
collide; 27 feared dead 


SAN DIEGO (AP) — Two navy 
submarine-hunting planes col- 
lided Thursday, and all 27 people 
aboard were feared dead in cold, 
choppy waters 60 miles (97 
kilometres) off southern Califor- 
nia, authorities said. 

The navy listed the crews as 
missing but there was little hope 
any of the crew members from 
the downed P-3 Orions survived. 

The planes were engaged in a 
nighttime anti-submarine warfare 
training exercise when they col- 
lided. authorities said. 

“I think we have to be realistic 
here,” said senior chief Petty 
Officer Bob Howard, a navy pub- 
lic affairs officer at North Island 
Naval Air Station. “It is very cold 


out there. We're talking about 
what apparently is a mid-air colli- 
sion ... two aircraft. I would say it 
would be very grim.” 

Search and rescue teams spot- 
ted some debris from the planes 
but found no sign of life. 

A navy helicopter crew flying 
in the area and sailors from the 
destroyer USS Merrill all re- 
ported a ball of fire and loud 
explosion about 2:30 a.m. (1030 
GMT). Howard said during a 
briefing at North Island Naval 
Air Station. 

The collision occurred as one 
P-3 Orion was arriving to relieve 
the other, which had just com- 
pleted its part of the exercise, 
Howard said. 


Princess Anne’s son pulls out 
of trip amid paternity furore 


AUCKLAND (R) — The teen- 
age son of Britain's Princess 
Anee pulled out of a school trip 
to New Zealand as reporters de- 
scended on Auckland for a 
paternity scandal surrounding his 
father Mark Phillips. 

A cricket team from the exclu- 
sive Port Regjs Private School 
arrived in Auckland for a tour of 
New Zealand Friday but 18-year- 
old Peter Phillips was missing. 

Peter, Queen Elizabeth's 
grandson, pulled out just four 
hours before the party flew out of. 
London to avoid the for ore, a 
source involved in the cricket 
tour told Reuters. 

In an interview with London's 
daily express, Auckland horse- 
woman Heather Tonkin has de- 
scribed a romantic night with 
Mark Phillips, saying he is the 
father of her five-year-old daugh- 
ter Felicity. 

She has lodged a paternity suit 
against Phillips, a top horseman, 
at a family court in the Auckland 
suburb of Otahuhu. Tonkin’s 
lawyer Kevin Ryan declined com- 
ment 1 Friday. New Zealand law 
bans comment on family court 
proceedings. 

The scandal involving Phillips, 
who separated from the queen’s 
only daughter in 1989, has domin- 
ated the news in Britain and New 
Zealand. 

Television crews, reporters and 
photographers have camped out- 
side 37-year-old Tonkin's Mock 
Tudor House in the exclusive 
country neighbourhood of Whft- 
ford, just south of Auckland. 

The Daily Express has posted 
security guards outside the house 
on Polo Lane. The home, in a 
district of rolling hills where 
many homes have stables, has 
featured in a popular New Zea- 
land soap opera about wealthy 
young professionals. 

The whereabouts of Tonkin, 
who teaches at a local school, are 
unknown. But at one point a 
young blond girl emerged from 
the house, only to be called back 
inside by Daily Express reporter 
Norman Luck who addressed her 


as “Bunny,” Felicity’s nick- 
name. 

Lock refused to say whether 
the Express had paid Tonkin for 
the interview. “I’m an investiga- 
tor, not a negotiator. I don’t do 
that type of thing,” he told Reu- 
ters. 

Earlier Luck reacted angrily 
when a photographer slipped 
under the garden fence to try to 
catch a picture of Felicity, whose 
smiling face was splashed over 
the front pages of New Zealand 
newspapers Friday. 

“I don’t want to get vicious,” 
he told waiting reporters. “We’ve 
tried not to have a media furore. 
We've tried to keep it low key.” 
Luck said he had hired nine 
security men since arriving in 
New Zealand. 

The Tonkin case is the second 
recent furore over a little girl in 
New Zealand. Just a year ago 
reporters besieged seven-year-old 
hilary Foretich. an American at 
the centre of a bitterly-fought 
custody battle. 

Hilary’s plight touched New 
Zealanders and passers-by stop- 
ped to abuse reporters and cam- 
eramen as they camped outside 
her Christchurch school. 

So far reaction from Tonkin’s 
neighbours has not been so vio- 
lent, although visitors to her 
home Friday draped horee blank- 
ets over fences to keep out prying 
lenses. e 

Felicity has won friends where- 
ver she has gone. “She is a really 
lovely ldd." said Cole Salisbury- 
Smith, principal of a school which 
she attended briefly last year. 
“She came up the school path 
every day with a bright and 
cheery look on her face. She was 
a great conversationalist with lots 
of ability. 

“She is an angelic sort of kid 
with a cherub face.” 

A Bucki n g h am Palace spokes- 
man, who is accordance with 
British practice declined to be 
named, said of the report: “If 
anything is to be said, it can be 
said by Capt. Phillips himself, not 
us.” 



No deal get on 
Trump divorce 

NEW YORK (AP).— Donald 
Trump stood outside a Manhat- 
tan courthouse waving a $10 mil- 
lion settlement check, but the 
judge in his divorce case said the 
millionaire developer hadn’t cut a 
deal with his ex-wife Ivana yet. 
“It is not settled. It was never 
settled. Hopefully, it will soon be 
settled,’’ said Judge Phyllis 
Gangel-Jacob after Trump and 
his lawyers left court without an 
agreement. On Wednesday, 
Trump had loudly trumpeted his 
settlement with Ivana: $10 mil- 
lion their Connecticut mansion 
and a Manhattan apartment. 
Mrs. Trump's attorney, Michael 
Kennedy, said that Trump was all 
wrong. “Contrary to the state- 
ments of Mr. Trump and his 
lawyers, the case has not settled 
and will not settle until Mr. 
Tramp honours his obligations to 
Mrs. Trump and her children,” 
said Kennedy. The couple have 
until April II to reach a monetary 
settlement in their divorce or the 
case will go to trial. Mrs. Tramp 
and her attorney didn't even 
show up at the courthouse Thurs- 
day. But the absence of a settle- 
ment — even his own attorney, 
Stanford Lotwin, acknowledged 
there were details to be worked 
out — did nothing to stop 
Tramp's posturing. “I’m here 
with what I’m supposed to be 
here with — a certified check for 
$10 million,” Trump said. 
“That's what its ail about. People 
have to live up to their agree- 
ments." 

Scientists develop 1 
airliner warning aid 

SYDNEY (AP) — Australian sci- 
entists said they have developed a 
device that will warn pilots away 
from volcanic cloud formations 
that cloud stall their aircraft in 
mid-flight. The infra-red 
radioraetre, developed by the 
federal government’s Division of 
Atmospheric Research, measures 
heat and light levels at five dis- 
tinct wavelengths, said Dr. Fred 
Praia, an atmospheric physicist. 
Praia said the instruments on 
some airliners have difficulty dis- 
tinguishing between regular 
douds and those created from 
volcanic ash. The radiometre 
allows pilots to distinguish be- 
tween the types of clouds. The 
device is .expected to give jet 
aircraft travelling at 800 
kilometres an hour about five to 
10 minutes warning of a volcanic 
cloud. In one of the worst inci- 
dents involving volcanic clouds, 
all four engines failed on a British 
Airways Boeing 747 jet carrying 
239 passengers. The plane, flying 
from Singapore to Perth, Austra- 
lia, in June 1982. dived from 

9,000 metres to 4,000 metres be- 
fore the engines restarted. It 
made an. emergency landing at 
Jakarta, Indonesia. 

Big price for 
little bird 

LONDON (API — A carved 
ivory netsuke in the shape of a 
bird, just 1 3/4 inches (4.5 cen- 
timetres) long, sold for £115,000 
(5207,000), auctioneers at 
Sotheby's said. A Japanese deal- 
er, identified as S. Uchida, 
bought the tiny ornament origi- 
nally used as a toggle fastening in 
traditional Japanese dress. The 
carving represents a resting Man- 
churian crane. It is famous after 
being reproduced throughout the 
world in books on Netsuke as an 
outstanding example of the art of 
its 19th-century creator, 
Kaigyokusai Masats’ugu of Osa- 
k l cnown as the Imai crane 
after a former owner, Kyoto cera- 
mics dealer in Imai Kenzo. 

Youth held for 
attacking statue 
^f Stalin 

MOSCOW (R\ _ A 17-year-old 
youth was seized by guards after 
attacking a bust of former dicta- 
tor Josef Stalin at the Kremlin 
wall and hacking off part of its 
nose. Soviet News Agency 
(TASS) said. TASS said the 
y? uth ’ fr °ni Cheboksara south of 
Moscow, struck the bust marking 
btaiin s grave twice with an iron 
bar on Sunday. He now faced 
tnal on charges of desecrating a 
monument. The graves of many 
former Soviet leaders are situated 
r ed-brick Kremlin Wall 
. *; ed Square. The area is heavi- 
P° lice and soldiers, 
bad been displayed 
ngstde that of state founder 
Vladimir Lenin in a red marble 
mausoleum near the wall. But it J. 
was removed in the 1950s after ? 
falm was denounced by succes- 
^ruschev for the 
n SS?n y PUrgeS of rule. Few 
™ 0nUments t0 him now 
SS" ™ country that was once 
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